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REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 
In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 











|that interest their importance ought to inspire. 


security by a long peace, or influenced by other 
causes, the nation has ceased to feel, respecting them, 
Ap- 


propriations have been denied altogether, >r made 


14th October, 1837, relative to a plan for the protec- | witha sparing hand ; the fortifications have been left 


tion of the North and Eastern boundary of the Uni- | 
ted States. January 10, 1838. | 


Ordered to be printed, and that 1,500 additional | 
copies be furnished for the use of the Senate. 


DEPARTMENT OF War, Jan. 9, 1838. 
Sir: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the | 
14th October last, asking for a ** plan for the protec- | 
tion of the north and eastern frottiers of the United | 
States,” &c., I have the honor to transmit, herewith, | 
extracts of a letter from Major Gen. Scott, to the com- | 
manding General. In this cominunication, that offi- | 
cer does not suggest any new plan of defence, but} 
confines himself to a statement of the minitmuin force | 
required at the several posts and stations for the pro- | 
tection of the northern and eastern frontiers of the | 
United States. Indeed, the very thorough exatmina- | 
tion given to this subject by a board of engineers ap- | 
pointed after the close of the last war, and the general 
system of defence laid down by them, render it un- | 
necessary to submit new plans for that purpose. All| 
that can be done is, to reiterate their recommendations | 
and to state the actual condition of those frontiers. 
They are exposed to insult and attack along their | 
whole line ; the inland borders for want of proper gar- | 
risons for the several posts, and the maritime frontier | 
from all the fortifications being incomplete, unfinished, | 
and unarmed. i 
Admonished by the difficulties which had been en- 
countered, and the incredible expenses incurred at the 
commencement of the last war, from want of prepa- 
ration, the nation, immediately on the return of peace, 
adopted measures for the defence of the seaboard. 
The circumstances attending that contest had shown 
that the whole extent of the coast was vulnerable, and 
that an active and enterprising enemy, with compata- | 
tively small means, might keep the country tn 4 state 
of alarm, by threatening the entire line, and selecting 
the unguarded points for attack—a mode of wariare 
which obliged the Government to incur great and dis- 
proportionate expense, and to employ an lminense 
force in inetfectual attempts to protect its defenceless 
and extensive maritime frontier. 
The coast was reconnoitred by a board of engi- 
neers, and a systein of defence adopted, intended to 
cover our great naval establishments and principal 
cities ; to close important harbors to the enemy, and 
secure them to our own navy ; to deprive the eneiny 
of strong positions, where, protected by his naval su- 
periority, he might fix permanent quarters in our 
territory, maintain himself during the war, and keep 





in an unfinished state, exposed to the action of the 
elements, requiring costly and extensive repairs be- 
fore they weve halt finished ; and after a period of more 
than rau years, and the expenditure of many mil- 
lions of dollars, there is nota fortress on our long line 


'of sea defences capable of resisting an armed brig; 


not one that may not be taken by a sinall force ; and 
some of them, trom their quasi insular position, if 
captured, may be occupied permanently during the 
continuance of the war, or only to be retaken at the 
cost of much blood and treasure. 

The chief cause of this neglect in one of our most 
important interests, is the opinion which bas so gene- 
rally prevailed, that our navy is the first and best for- 
tification, and that all the resources and energies of 
the country ought to be directed to the improvement 
of that arm of the service. No one has a higher opin- 
ion of the nivy of our country than I have; but I 
believe that even when carried to the fullest extent to 
which it can reach for many years to come, it will, 
alone, prove entirely inadequate to defend the exten- 
sive maritime frontier of the United States. 

The Board of Navy Commissioners, in a late report, 
state, that * having due regard to the number of sea- 
men employed in our foreign and coasting trade, and 
in the fisheries, the force to be prepared ready for use, 
when circumstances may require it, ought to consist 
of fifteen ships of the line, twenty-five frigates, twen- 
ty-five sloops of war, tweuty-five steamers, ana twen- 
ty-five smaller vessels; and that the frames and other 
timber, the copper, ordnance, tanks, and chain cables, 
should also be prepared for ten ships of the line and 
ten frigates.” These will probably be required to 
supply losses from decay and casualties, 

The French navy now consists of torty ships of the 
line, fifty frigates, and two hundred and twenty smal- 
ler vessels. That of Great Britain, of one huadred 
and thirty ships of the line, one handred and twenty 
frigates, seventy-five sloops of war, forty-five steam- 
ers, and ninety-eight smaller vessels of war. Of these, 
there are in commission, twenty-six ships of the line, 
eighteen frigates, fifty-three sloops, and fifty smaller 
vessels of war, and 3ix steamers; and yet the coasts 
of both these nations are lined with fortifications, and 
possess a complete system of permanent defences 
along their maritime frontiers. Without such a sys- 
tem, the navy will have no place of refuge when driven 
into harbor by stress of weather, or a superior force ; 
and, instead of protecting our own commerce, and 
harassing that of the enemy, will be confined alto- 
gether to defensive operations, always distressing and 


the frontier in a state of perpetual alarm; to prevent, | expensive, and too often humiliating. The extent to 
as much as possible, the great avenues of interior! which our navy can be carried, ought, in my opin- 
navigation from being blockaded by a naval force, at’ jon, to be fixed; for it is erroneous to suppose it has 
their entrance into the ocean ; and to cover the coast-| no other limit than what a due regard for the revenue 


wise and interior navigation, and give our navy the | 
means necessary for protecting this navigation. | 
For these purposes, sites were selected, and works |! 


of the country imposes; to build more ships than 
we have scamen to man them, would be to incur a 
useless expense ; and the force proposed by the Com- 


projected and commenced, upon a scale commensu- | missioners onght not, for many years to come, to be 
rate with the magnitude of the interests they were | exceeded, Anxious as [aim to see the defences of 
intended to protect. The whole system was atlapted | the country established upon a permanent basis, 
to the principles of modern warfare ; and if the plan’ and equally desirous to see every arm of the ser- 
had been prosecuted with the same vigor with which vice rendered as perfect and useful as possible, I 
it was commenced, the fortifications on our maritime may be pardoned for travelling out of my own depart- 
frontier might have been, if not coinpleted, ina state! inent, and u:ging the nsefulness of fixing this or some 
to be defended, and to afford some protection to the | other determined limit to our naval forces, his 
points of attack. | principle once es.ablished, the nuinber and size of our 

Unfortunately, the efforts to carry on these neces- |naval establishments. store-houses, magazines, and 
sary works have been relaxed. Whether lutled into preparations of every kind, would be ordered ia con- 
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formity to it. The number of officers would likewise | the very able and luminous exposition of the board 
be limited to a due proportion, and the young, and the of engineers, laid before Congress in February, 1821, 
ardent, and the enterprising officer might aspire to, where it is conclusively shown that the cost of pro- 
command. The best irterests of the country require |tecting the sea coast of the United States, when 
that this system should be adopted, and the prepara | menaced by an assailing expedition of 20,000 men, 
tions be made to carry the navy to this limit as | by ‘means of a competent force of militia for the 
promptly as possible ; but this measure will not enable! limited period of six months, would exceed the 
us to dispense with perimanent fortifications. With-| amount required to establish a permanent system of 
out them, the commencement of a war will always be | defence, 
disastrous. Our laws do not allow the use of the | Having laid before you the exposed state of our 
summary means resorted to by other maritime pow-| sea coast, and stated the dangers to which the coun- 
ers, to man their fleets. Our ships of war are to be try would be exposed in the event of war, I most 
manned by volunteer seamen ; and the coast might be earnestly recommend the early completion of the 
laid waste, and important points occupied, before our | fortifications intended to cover our principal cities 
naval force could be put in motion. Indeed, without! and naval establishments, and to protect the en- 
fortifications, and strong ones too, ships of war are/trances of our great harbors. Without entering in- 
exposed to be captured or destroyed before they can to the controversy respecting the proper selection of 
be fitted forsea. At Copenhagen, the whole Danish | the sites for these works, which would demand a 
fleet was captured, the batteries silenced, and humili-! profound knowledge of engineering, and great mili- 
ating terms imposed upon a nation, by the sudden at- | tary skill and science to determine, I am disposed to 
tack of an overwhelining force. yield implicit confidence in the very able engineers 
With respect to the magnitude of the works, to, who planned them. I have considered all their re- 
which objections have been urged, they will be worse | ports, with an earnest desire to arrive at the truth, 
than useless if they be not of a description to stop anand my judgment Is Satistied. No doubt rests upon 
enemy’s squadron, and, if assailable by land, and in a| my mind of the wisdom of their choice, aad of the 
position not promptly to be succored, strong enough | vast importance of proceeding without delay, to 
to resist a coup de main—not such an assault as the| complete all those fortifications considered by the 
common acceptation of the term implies, but to offer board as of the first class; nor of the extreme proba- 
an effectual resistance for five or six days, against an bility that our enemy will, in the event of war, 
attacking force of 10,000 men, furnished with all the avail himself of our negligence to attack, and proba- 
means and appliances to conduct a siege. Not to bly to occupy, some of the most exposed points of 
provide against such expeditions, would be to neglect our coast. Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and 
the lessons of experience, and to act in opposition to, Charleston, are all uncovered, and exposed to attack. 
the principles of modern warfare. It has been said In the same condition are Narraganset Bay and 
that we are too strong to dread such assaults, and need, Hampton Roads. The defences of the first are of 
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not provide against them ; that the pags could never | 
hope to keep permanent possession of any part of 
our territory, and therefore, we are safe from attack. 
Anactive and enterprising enemy will make war upon 
the resources of its adversary, and by the temporary | 
occupation of any one of our naval depots, principal 
cities or harbors, they might drive this country to ex- 
pend an amount of blood and treasure to recover it, 
ten times greater than the cost of the expedition. | 
There is always danger of the attempt being made, | 
and without due precaution, we are exposed to suffer 
the degradation athena our soil occupied by a for- 
eign foe. From these dangers, neither ships of war) 
nor steam batteries can protect the nation; the former 
cannot be rendered effective to the full amount of, 
their force at the commencement ofa war, nor until 
commerce receives such a check as to throw out of 
employment a sufficient number of seamen to man the 
fleet; nor then ought it to be relied upon to watch 
over our long line of coast. To resist the natives of 
England or France it must be concentrated, and either 
the Atlantic frontier or that of the Gulf of Mexico be 
abandoned. With regard to steam batteries, they 
ought only to be regarded in the light of auxiliaries to 
the permanent defences of the coast ; important, it is 
true, but for reasons which it would be tedious to de- 
tail here, entirely inadequate, of themselves, to afford 
sufficient protection to the great interests we are cal- 
led upon to guard on our Atlantic frontier, and on that 
of the Gulf of Mexico. 

As it may be objected to the completion of all the 
works projected, that if ever we should be involved 
in a war with either of the great maritime powers, 
they are too far off to assail our coast with success, or 
to send formidable expeditions against the United 
States, and, therefore, it is unnecessary to incur this 
great expense, I will simply observe, that the events 
of the past wars prove this assertion to be erroneous, 
and that such stations as Halifax and Bermuda on 
our Atlantic frontier, and the West India Islands on 
that of the Gulf of Mexico, are near enough to bring 
those powers within striking distance of all the vul- 
nerable points upon our sea-board. And with re- 





the Jast importance, whether it be regarded as a re- 
fuge to our own fleets in the tremendous northwest 
storms which so often desolate our coast in the win- 
ter season, and fiom which this bay affords the only 
entrance and protection during their continuance, 
or as a position from which, when once occupied by 
an enemy in time of war, it would be both extreme- 
ly difficult and immensely expensive to dislodge 
him. Hampton roads is of equal importance, and 
equally exposed. And here let me observe, that 
fortifications such as those projected and in progress 
at the entrance of this roadstead serve not only to 
defend the country and navigation behind them, but 
to protect the waters within reach of the auxiliary 
force which ought to be within their walls and under 
their guns. What enemy would dare to occupy 
Lynnhaven bay, if steam batteries were anchored 
under the fires of Fort Monroe; or attempt to march 
against Norfolk, if a corps de reserve were within 
that fortress? So of the works to defend Boston. 
The fortification at George’s island not only covers 
that city, but protects Nantasket roads, and will 
prevent an enemy from occupying that position. 

There is no part of our maritime frontier more 
exposed, and that calls more immediately for the at- 
tention of Congress, than that of the Gulf of Mexi- 
co. ‘The rest of our coast, by a proper system, may 
be so united as to lend each other mutual succor ; 
but this portion of it is insulated, and, as it were, 
abandoned to its own resources. It requires for its 
defence a great naval depot and a considerable na- 
val force; and it demands a complete and distinct 
system of defence. It must not be considered mere- 
ly as the frontier of Louisiana, Alabama, and West 
Florida, but likewise that of Kentucky, Ohio, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, Missouri and Arkansas. The 
whole of the rich and fertile portion of the Union 
whose waters find their outlet in the Gulf of Mexico 
is interested that the defences of this frontier should 
not only be strong and respectable, when they are 
completed, but that the fortifications intended for 
that purpose, should be carried on vigorously, and 
finished without unnecessary delay. 





gard to the expense to be incurred, I beg to refer to 


It is not only necessary that the forts should be 
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built; they must be armed and garrisoned before 
they will constitute fortifications fu: the defence of 
the coast. Without these necessary requisites, they 
are fitted only for the use of an invading enemy. Not 
only the appropriation for fortifications, but that for 
ordnance, ought, in my opinion, to be increased, 
and the cannon applied altogether to the armament 
of the forts, until that be completed: and the army 
be so far augmented that the artillery regiments may 
occupy these posts; and such an organization adopt- 
ed of the militia or volunteer forces as will render 
the neighboring population available in cases of 
alarm or sudden war. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, 

President of the Senate. 











MISCELLANY. 





PHILADELPHIA Navy YArvo.—The following 
correspondence shows the active part taken by our 
Senator, the Hon. James Buchanan, on behalf of 
the mechanics of Philadelphia. There is a general 
desire for the completion: of the frigate Raritan, 
which is now upon the stocks, and is said to be go- 
ing to decay. If that were ordered, a very useful 
purpose would be answered, especially at this time, 
when sv many are suffering for want of employ- 
ment.—Dennsylvanian. 


Wasuincron, Dec. 30, 1837. 


My pear Sir: I regret that [ cannot communi- 
cate to you more favorable information than you 
will find in the enclosed answer of Mr. Dickerson 
to my appeal to him in behalf of the mechanics late- 
ly employed in our Navy Yard. I have done all 
that I could do for them; and that with hearty good 
will. 

From your friend, 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Josepu M. Doran, Esq. , 

W ASAINGTON, Dec. 26, 1837. 

My pear Srr: Permit me to address you ona 
subject which has excited much feeling througnout 
the city and county of Philadelphia, and has eulisted 
my warmest sympathies. 

Five hundred mechanics have been suddenly 
thrown out of employment in the Navy Yard in 
Philadelphia, at this inclement season of the year. 
Most of thein depending on their daily labor for their 
daily bread; you can easily appreciate what musi 
be their sufferings. ‘* Their large families, (as a 
friend informs me,) are in a most lamentable con- 
dition, and God only knows what will become of 
thein, unless Government gives them employment.” 

Now, Sir, allow me to remark that nothing short 
of necessity ought to compel a paternal goverument 
to place such a body of mechanics, who have faith- 
fully performed their duty, in such deplorable cir- 
cumstances. I know that the feelings of your heart 
will respon! to this sentiment. Why not, then, 
make an effort for their relief? They ask no favor, 
but to be permitted to give, in their labor, an equi- 
valent tor bread for themselves, their wives, anil 
their children. I understand there is now a frigate 
atthe Navy Yard, on which they might be em- 
ployed. Evenif the Department, under other cir- 
cumstances, should deem it more advisable for the 
present, to delay her completior. ; still a mere ques- 
tion of a few months, in point of time, becomes 
comparatively insignificant, when weighed in the 
balance against humanity and justice. Besides, un- 
less the Navy Yard at Philadelphia is to be aban- 
doned, which I trust is not contemplated by the De- 
partment, itis of great importance to the Govern- 





ment to prevent such a body of faithful and skilful 
mechanics from dispersing. 

I, therefore, appeal to you, with confidence, to 
grant them employment-—and I almost envy you the 
power of conferring blessings upon so many indus- 
trious and meritorious citizens, without doing injury 
to the Government. 

I feel confident you will pardon me for requesting 
as early an answer to this communication as may 
be consistent with your convenience. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Hon. MAHLOoN DickERSON, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy DepartTMENT, Dec. 29, 1837. 

Sir: Your communication of the 26th inst. was re- 
ferred to the Commissioners of the Navy, whose pros 
vince it is to issue the general instructions as to the 
employment of mechanics at Navy Yards. The 
Coinmissioners have reported to me, that the object 
of the recent employment of mechanics, in large 
numbers, at the Navy Yard, Philadelphia, was to 
cairy into execution the orders for completing the 
ship Pennsylvania with all practicable despatch. 
When this object was so far completed as to require 
her removal to be docked, the necessity for employ- 
ing this number ceased, and was so reported by the 
Commandant of the yard, on the 30th of November, 
by letter; upon the receipt of which the Commis- 
sioners addressed a letter to the Commandant, spe- 
cially authorizing the retention of so many of the 
mechanics and laborers as could be advantageously 
employed ; that it appears by the returns from the 
yard at Philadelphia, that in October, 404 mechanics, 
and 108 laborers had been employed, and in Novem- 
ber, 295 mechanics, and 61 laborers; so that the re- 
duction appears to have been commenced as the 
wats of their services diminished; and it is pre- 
sumed, that in the reduction which has been made 
in the course of the present month, all have been 
continued in employment who could be employed 
advantageously ; that the Commissioners are not 
aware of any new object at the Philadelphia yard 
upon which labor can be advantageously employed 
at this time, or to which any existing appropriation 
would be applicable; and that the frigate which is 
there has been put in her present state, from the ap- 
propriation for the gradual increase of the navy, 
which will be exhausted by the ship Pennsylvania ; 
that, in addition to the want of applicable funds, it 
is understood to be the intention of the Department, 
and the policy of the country, to bring forward the 
ships building to such point only as might be cou- 
sistent with their preservation, until there should be 
an anticipated wantof their services in commission ; 
and that, without a departure from that policy, or a 
belief that the services of the frigate will be soon re- 
required, any further labortupon her at this time 
would, in the opinion of the Commissioners of the 
Navy, be not only injudicious, but injurious. Under 
these circumstances of the case, as set forth by the 
Commissioners of the Navy, 1 regret that I do not 
fee) authorized to give, at this time, further employ- 
ment to the mechanics and laborers who have been 
discharged from the Navy Yard at Philadelphia. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, &c., 
M. DICKERSON. 
Hlon. JAmMes BucnANAN, 
U. S. Senate. 
NAVY YARD, CHARLESTON, S&S. C. 

Pustic Mertinc.—A large and respectable meet- 
ing of the ciizens was held at the City Hall, on Tues- 
day evening, 9th inst., to memorialize Congress on 
the subject of establishing a Naval Depot in Charles- 
ton. 





The meeting was organized by calling his Honor 
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the Mayor to the Chair, who in a few remarks ex- 


| omanars the object of the meeting, and suecinetly | 
rought to its view, the propriety and importance of | 
a Navy Yard being established here,—the right we | 


bad to exact it of the Government, and called upon 
the citizens to exert their influence in support of our 
present able Representative, by memorializing Con- 
gress on the important subject. 

Mircue: Kina, Esq., then addressed the meeting 
very ably in support of the following resolutions, 
which were unnaimously adopted :— 

* ‘The citizens of Charleston have long been deep- 
ly persuaded that their harbor possesses advantages 
for a Naval Depot, for such vessels of war as are 
usually employed in the West India service, superior 
to any other port in the United States. The very ex- 
tensive and growing trade of the Union with the 
West Indies, requires for its protection the constant 
presence of a number of our smaller armed vessels— 
for which the Bar of Charleston promises a sufficient 
draft of water. These vessels cannot conveniently 
carry large supplies of wood, water and provisions, 
and at no port in the South could they be more easily 
and rapidly supplied than in Charleston. This city is 
one of the healthiest in the United States. Workmen 
and mechanics can be procured at all seasons. Mate- 
rials for Ship Building, of the best quality, cen be had 
in the greatest abundance. The harbor is well forti- 
fied, andin the event of a war would be safe from the 
insult ofany enemy. Ithas been examined by scien- 
tific gentlemen fully competent to judge of its fitness 
for a Naval station, who have formed, as is under- 
stood, the most favorable opinion on the subject, and 
strongly recommend it to the Government. The 
Rail Road from Charleston to Augusta affords the 
speediest communication with a large portion of our 
interior, and the projected Louisville, Cincinnati and 
Charleston Rail Road, will bring our port into close 
communion with the Western Country. The num- 
bers of our population, the efficiency of our police 
regulations, the extent of our commerce, all give this 
place the highest claims on the favorable considera- 
tion of the Government, and combine to make it eini- 
nently well calculated for a Naval station. Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the 
establishment of a Navy Yard and Naval Depot in 
Charleston, would essentially promote our public Ma- 
rine service, and greatly beneiit this city. 

Resolved, That the situation of Charleston—its 
convenience as arendezvous for such vessels of war 
as generally form our West India Squadron—the great 
facility with which they could here procure all kinds 





Navy YArp avr CHARLESTON.—A public meet- 
ing will be held, at the City Hall, this evening, at 7 
o’clock, to adopt proper measures for obtaining from 
Congress, that act of long delayed justice, the estab- 
lishment of a navy yard in our harbor, That the in- 
terest of the naval service and the public economy 
wil} be equally subserved by such an establishment, 
at this place, has been long since demonstrated by 
experienced naval officers, and it is high time that 
our thriving and increasingly commercial city, with 
its safe and noble harbor, abounding in the requisite 
supplies, and so convenient to the West India station, 
should cease to feel the unwarrantable neglect of the 
National Legislature. J.et there be then a full and 
overflowing attendance, this evening, to show that 
we are quite in earnest in this matter, and to arm our 
able and eloquent representative in Congress with 
the full possession of our counsels and wishes on the 
subject. 

While on this subject, it may be as well to call the 
attention of the Secretary of the Navy to the unpro- 
tected condition of the Flerida coast, where Indian 
depredation is now added to the horrors of ship- 
wreck. A navy yard at Charleston would have been 
asure preventive of this evil, but in the absence of 
that desideratum, an increased naval force in that 
quarter is exceedingly desirous, and imperiously de- 
manded by the interests of commerce.— Courier, 
Jan. 9. 


UNITED STATES AND CANADA. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 

Al PROCLAMATION. 


WHeEREAS, information having been received ofa 
dangerous excitement on the northern frontier of 
the United States, in consequence of the civil war 
begun in Canada, and instructions having been given 
to the United States officers on that frontier, and 
applications having been made to the Governors of 
the adjoining States to prevent any unlawful inter- 
ference on the part of our citizens in the contest un- 
fortunately commenced in the British Provinces: 
additional information has been received, that, not- 
withstanding the proclamations of the Governors of 
the States of New Yerk and Vermont, exhorting their 
citizens to refrain from any unlawful acts within the 
territory of the United States ; and, notwithstanding 
the presence of the civil officers of the United States, 
who, by directions, have visited the scenes of com- 


‘motion, with the view of impressing the citizens 


of supplies and repairs—point it out as pre-eminently | with a proper sense of their duty, the excitement, 


fit to be a Naval station for that service, and affording 
greater advantages than any other port of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, of which 
the Mayor shall be Chairman, to prepare a Memoria 
to be transmitted to our Representative in Co gress, 
with a request that he will lay the same before the 
Preisdent and Congress, and use his best exertions 
to procure the establishment of a Navy Yard in 
Charleston, and that the South Carolina Delegation be 
requested to exert their efforts to the same effect.” 

. L. Peticru, Esq., supported the resolutions 
with some excellent remarks, as did also Mr. James 
Mars, Sr. 

The Meeting then adjourned. 

H. L. PINCKNEY, Chairman. 

Francis Lance, Secretary. 

* ,*Under the resolution directing the appointment 
ofa Committee to prepare a Memorial, the following 
gentlemen heave been nominated by the Mayor, since 
the adjournment ofthe Meeting, viz: James L. Per- 
reru, Mitrcnet Kine, Hon. THomas BENNETT, 
JoHN STROHECKER, ALEXANDER McDona.p, and 
James MarsH, Esqrs.— Charleston Courier. 





instead of being appeased, is every day increasing in 
‘degree ; that arms and munitions of war, and other 


supplies, have been prucure! by the insurgents in 
the United States; that a military force, consisting, 
in part at least, of citizens of the United States, had 
been actually organized and congregated at Navy 
Island, and were still in arms under the command of 
a citizen of the United States, and that they were 
constantly receiving accessions and aid : 

Now, therefore, to the end that the authority of 
the laws may be maintained, and the faith of treaties 
observed, 1, MARTIN VAN BUREN, do most 
earnestly exhort all citizens of the United States 
who have thus violated their duties, to return peace- 
ably to their respective homes; and I hereby warn 
them, that any persons who shall compromit the neu- 
trality of this Government by interfering in an un- 
lawful manner with the affairs of the neighboring 
British Provinces, will render themselves liable to 
arrest and punishment under the laws of the United 
States, which will be rigidly enforced; and, also, 
that they will receive no aid or countenance from 
their Government, into whatever difficulties they 
may be thrown by the violation of the laws of their 
country, and of the territory of a neighboring and 





friendly nation. 
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Given under my hand at the City of Washington, 
the fifth day of January, A. D. 1538, and the 


sixty-second of the independence of the United. 


States. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
By the President: 
Joun Forsytn, Secretary of State. 
Prompt and energetic measures have been adopt- 
ed by the President in relation to the difficulties on 


our northern frontier, as are appareat from the Mes- | 


sage to Congress, and the Proclamation. Iu couse- 
quence of the outrage committed on our territory, 


it is presumed by unauthorized and lawless men, the | 
President has decidad to call out a sufficient force of 


the militia of New York to protect our citizens from 
similar attacks, and to be ready to enforce the exe- 
cution of the laws, in the event of the civil authori- 
ty proving inefficient, and Congress vesting in him 
proper and adequate authority to compel the execu- 
tion of treaty stipulations ; and while he defends the 
inviolability of our own territory, he will prevent 
that of a neighboring and friendly power fromm being 
invaded by persons living within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, and who ought to be under is 
control. 

General Scott, we understand, is ordered to the 
northern frontier, to take command of the troops 
that may be called into service. He will be in the 
midst of scenes familiar to him, and the public have 
an earnest, in the character he established there, that 
every thing will be done that prudence, courage, and 
sagacity can suggest, to maintain the peace aad honor 
of the country.— Glove. 

AFFAIRS ON THE CANADIAN FrRONTIER.—The 
unhappy state of affairs on the Canadian froutier, 
arising froin unauthorized and iegal proceedings of 
our own citizens, followed by equally illegal retort 
on the part of the Canadians, (in the assault and des- 
truction of life in the case of the steamboat Caroline, ) 
on Friday occupied, for a brief space, the attention 
of both Houses of Congress; the motions on the sub- 
ject having been preceded by a message from the 
President of the U. States, asking Congress to give 
inore effective power to the Executive for preserv- 
ing peace on our borders. 

It gives us great satisfaction to be able to state that 


the whole subject was treated, in debate, with a} 


gravity proportionate to its linportance ; that no ex- 


citement was manifested but such as became the oc- | 


casion, and that no other feeling was exciied on the 
occasion than was purely national, patriotic, and, in 
the main, pacific. It would have been strange. in- 
decd, under existing circumstances, had it been 
otherwise. But we mention the fact because of the 
excitement on the subject which is known to exist 
away north, but which is not felt to any great ex- 
tent in this meridian.—.Valional Intelligencer. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States: 

In the highly excited state of feeling on the 
northern frontier, occasioned by the disturiances in 
Canada, it was to be appreheuded that causes of com- 
plaint might arise on the line dividing the United 
States from her Britanic Majesty’s dominions, Eve- 
ry precaution was, therefore, taken on our pert au- 
thorized by the exising laws; and as the troops of 
the provinces were embodied on the Canadian side, 
it was hoped that no serious violation of the rights 
of the United States would be permitted to occur. I 
regret, however, to inform you that an outrage ofa 
most aggravated character has been committed, ac- 
companied by a hostile though temporary invasion 


of our territory, producing the strongest feelings of 


resentment on the part of our citizens in the neigh- 
borhood, and on the whole border line ; and that the 
excitement previously existing has been alarmingly 


— = 


| To guard against the possible recurrence 
'of any similar act, I have thought it indispensable to 
call out a portion of the militia to be posted on that 
frontier. The documents herewith presented to 
| Congress show the character of the outrage commit- 
ited, the measures taken in consequence of its occur- 
jrence, and the necessity for resorting to them. It 
| will also be seen that the subject was immediately 
| brought to the notice of the British Minister accredit- 
}ed to this country, and the proper steps taken on our 
/part to obtain the fullest information of all the cir- 
| cumstances leading to and attendant upon the trans- 
‘action, preparatory toa demand for reparation. [ 
ask such appropriations as the circumstances,in which 
our country is thus unexpectedly placed, require. 

M. VAN BUREN, 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8, 1838. 


Mr. Poinseti to Gen. Scott, 


DEPARTMENT or War, 
January 5, 1838. 


Sir: You will repair, without delay, to the Cana- 


i 
| Increased, 





.| da frontier of the United States, and assume the mi- 


litary command there. Herewith you will receive 
duplicate letters to the Guvernors of the State of 
New York and Vermont, requesting them to call in- 
to the service of the United States such a militia 
force as you may deem necessary for the defence of 
that frontier of the United States. 


This power has been confided to you in the full 


| persuasion that you will use it discreetly, and extend 


the call only so far as circumstances may seem to re- 
quire. 

It is important that the troops called into the ser- 
vice should be, if possible, exeu.pt from that state of 
excitement Which the late violation of our territory 





| has created, and you will therefore impress upon the 


| Governors of these border States the propriety of se- 
lecting troops from a portion of the State distant 
from the theatre of action. 

The Executive possesses no legal authority to em- 


| ploy the military force to restrain persons within 


our jurisdiction, and who ought to be under our con- 
jtrol, from violating the laws, by making incursions 
‘into the territory of neighboring and friendly na- 
|tions, with hostile intent, I can give you, therefore, 
| 10 instructions on that subject; but request that you 
} will use your influence to prevent such excesses, 
, and to preserve the character of this Government for 
good faith and a proper regard for the rights of friend- 
ly powers. 

| The militia will be called into the service for three 
|months, unless sooner discharged; and in your re- 
‘quisitions you will designate the number of men, 
‘and take care that the officers do not exceed a due 
| proportion, 

It is deemed important that the administrative 
branch of the service should be conducted, where- 
ver practicable, by officers of the regular army. 

The disposition of the force, with regard to the 
points to be occupied, is confided to your discretion, 
| military skill, and intimate knowledge of the coun- 
try, and the amount of that force must depend upon 
the character and duration of the contest now goin 
on in Canada, and the disposition manifested by the 
people and the public authorities of that colony. 

The President indulges a hope that outrages, 
similar to that which lately occurred at Schlosser, 
will not be repeated; and that you will be able to 
maintain the peace of that frontier without being 
called upon to use the force which has been confided 
to you. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POLNSETT 

Bvt. Maj. Gen. Winriretp Scort, 

Washington erty. 
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Mr. Poinsett to Gov. Marcy. 
DEPARTMENT OF WAR, ? 
January 5, 1838. 

Sin: The territory of the United States having 
been violated by a party of armed men from the Ca- 
nada shore, and apprehensions being entertained, 
from the highly excited feelings of both parties, that 
similar outrages may lead to an invasion of our soil, 
the President has thought proper to exercise the au- 
thority vested in him by law, and call out such a 
militia force as may be deemed necessary to protect 
the frontiers of the United States, 

I am, in consequence, instructed by the President 
to request you will call into service of the United 
States, and place under the command of Brevet Ma- 
jor General Scott, such militia force as he may re- 
quire to be employed on the Canada frontier, for the 
purpose herein set forth. 

Vevy respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J.R.POUNSETT. 
His Excellency W. L. Marcy, 
Governor of New York. 

[Same to his Excellency Silas H. Jennison, Gov- 

ernor of Vermont, Montpelier, Vermont. ] 





Extracts from the message of Gov. Everett, of Massa- 
‘chusetts. 
BOSTON HARBOR. 

In the course of the season, an opport:unity has been 
taken by me to visit the works in progress for the de- 
fence of Boston Harbor. No appropriation for the pur- 
pose was made at the last session of Congress, but a 
considerable balance remained of the former appro- 

riation. These works, it will be recollected, are Fort 
arren, on George’s Island, for the defence of the 
outer harbor, and Fort Independence, on Castle Island, 
which is to be entirely rebuilt for the defence of the 
inner harbor. They are both works of the first class, 
and are in progress of construction under one of the 
most skilful engineers in the service. Several years 
must elapse at best before they can be completed, and 
in the mean time the harbor of Boston is wholly de- 
fenceless. In this state of things it is earnestly to be 
desired that those delays should be avoided, which 
too often happen at the long session of Congress, in 
making the appropriations. By these delays, nearly 
half the working season has more than once been lost. 
Such a delay the present year is particularly to be 
deprecated, inasmuch as the appropriations asked for 
these objects,in the Treasury estimate,is not more than 
could be advantageously expended in the actual condi- 
tion of the works. The exertions of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congressare confidently relied up- 
on, to prevent, as far as they are able, the recurrence 
of the delays. 

The work for the protection of Rainsford island, by 
the erection ofa sea wall, originally undertaken by the 
State and subsequently assumed by Congress, has been 
nearly brought to a close. A small appropriation to 
raise the wall in the most exposed parts, is among the 
estimates submitted to Congress by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

MASSACHUSETTS CLAIM. 

I have great pleasure in informing you, that very sat- 
isfactory progress has been made in the prosecution of 
the Massachusetts Claim. The Secretary of War has 
made a report to the House of Representatives, in 
which he states that, of the amount of the claim, there 
is found due the sum of $272,716 17, “upon applying 
the same principles which have governed the depart- 
ment in the settlement of similar claims made by 
other States.” There is every reason to believe that 
an appropriation will be made at this session of 
Congress, to pay the sum thus found due. A report 
from the agent will be laid before you, and I respect- 
fully submit the propriety of a further appropriation 
to compensate his services. I take great satisfaction 
in bearing testimony to the promptness manifested by 





| 


the present Secretary of War, in doing justice to the 
Commonwealth. 


THE INDIANS. 

In the course of the autumn the city of Boston was 
visited by deputations from several tribes of Indians, 
by directions of the Secretary of War. Believing it 
expedient that a favorable impression should be made 
upon the representatives of tribes, capable of bringing 
great suffering npon themselves and the entire west- 
ern frontier of the country, by collisions with the 
United States, the opportunity was readily embraced 
of showing them such attentions, as were warranted 
by the course pursued by the Government of the Coin- 
monwealth on a former similar occasion. 

THE MILITIA. 

The annual report of the Adjutant General, with the 
accompanying returns of the militia, will be forth- 
with communicated to the two Houses. I beg leave 
again to urgé upon the Legislature the paramount 
necessity of further reform in our militia system, and 
to refer to the letter of the Adjutant General of the 
12th December, 1836, written at my request, and com- 
municated to the two Houses at the last session, as 
containing the suggestion of those modifications in 
the law, which seein necessary to remedy the exist- 
ing evils, and restore the impaired efficiency of this 
most important institution. 

From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

MrMORANDUM OF THE ARRIVALS oF WHa- 
LERS IN THE UNiTED Srares.—Below isa memo- 
randum of arrivals at different portsin the United 
States, in 1837. 

Ships and Bbls. Bbls. 
- , Barks. Brigs. Schrs. Sperm. Whale. 
New Bedford, i eas sa 
Fairheven, 79 2 0 72,370 76,835 





Nantucket, 21 0 1 33,867 5,130 
Sagharbor, 22 0 0 6895 31,110 
New London, 17 0 0 11,700 25,530 
New York, includ- 
ing places in Nf 10 1 2 8,197 11,375 
River, 
Stonington, 7 1 1 1,870 15,875 
Bristol, 6 2 0 6,955 2,020 
Salem, 7 0 2 5,225 3.850 
Warren, 5 3 0 3,240 5,810 
Boston, 4 2 0 4,500 3,490 
Edgartown, 3 1 0 4,390 =-— 
Newbury port, 4 1 0 6,400 4,200 
Newport, 4 0 0 3,200 2,600 
Other places, 26 0 0 12,760 27,065 
Total in 1837, 215 13 6 182,569 215,200 
Arrived in 1836, 131,921 133,050 
i 1835, 175,130 125,100 
* 1834, 129,824 122,292 
- 1833, . 113,171 159,166 
™ 1832, 79,067 179,244 
ts 1831, 110,532 113,948 
“ 1830, 106,829 86,294 





Sperm WHALE Fisnery.—The Nantucket In- 
quirer of Saturday last contains an account of this 
fishery during the last year, and the statements, the 
Inquirer adds, may be relied on as authentic. 

From the data furnished, it appears that during the 
year 1837, the quantity of sperm oil imported into 
the United States amounts to 176,317 barrels, equal 
to 5,554,000 gallons. This was all procured in the 
Pacific Ocean, by 81 ships, with the exception of 
about 30,000 barrels brought home from the Atlantic 
and Indian oceans, or shipped home via Western 
Islands, by outward bound whalers, or sent from other 
ports in consequence of some disester. A few of the 
Pacific ships completed their voyages by taking whale 
oil, but none of the latter is embraced in the above 
aggregate. ‘The value of the product is estimated in 
round numbers at $5,000,000, 
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The most fortunate voyage was that of the Wm. 
Hamilton, Capt. Swain, of New Bedford, which ob- 
tained 4181 barrels of Sperm Qil in 38 months; the 
largest cargo ever imported. 

Of the voyages which terminated last year, the long- 
est was that of the Emily Morgan, of New Bedford. 
She was absent 4 years and 19days. Among the dis- 
asters of the year are the tutal destruction of the ships 
Meridian, of Edgartown, and Reaper of Nantucket, 
by a typhoon in the South Pacific Ocean ; the loss of 
the Independence, of New Bedford, and Oregon of 
Fairhaven, stranded on Islands in the South Seas, 
cargo and materials principally saved ; the condem- 
nation of shipjRoger Williams, of Bristol, R. I., and 
barque Ospray, of New Bedford; and the return of 
the ship Clifford Wayne, of Fairhaven, by reason of a 
mutinous crew. The last mentioned ship had been 
absent about ten months, and the mutiny probably oc- 
easioned a loss exceeding $10,000. 

With regard to the pecuniary avails to the owners, 
the return voyages are divided into four classes, viz: — 
Those which have resulted profitably; those from 
which neither loss nor gain has accrued; those which 
have eventuated in positive, though not ruinous loss- 
es; and those on which there have been great sacrifice, 
say from 10,000 to $30,000 each. Of the first class 
the average amount of gains is not with any certainty 
known. On some few the net profit may have reach- 
ed $30,000 or $40,000. There are 53 of this class, 8 
of the second, 11 of the third, and 9 of the fourth, the 
latter including two ships stated to have lost about 
$30,000 each. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA. 
Norrork, Jan. 3. The U.S. ship-of-the-line 
Pennsylvania, under the command of Commodore 
Charles Stewart, got under way on Monday morning 











from her moorings in Hampton Roads, with a light 
breeze from N. E. and stood up for the channel of, 
Elizabeth river, through which she passed with ease, | 
and proceeded directly up the river, never stopping | 
till she had passed the Navy Yard, when she came to 
anchor, and her next move will be into the dry dock, 
to be coppered. It wasa sight indeed worth seeing, 
to our citizens, on New Year's Day, to observe the 
approach of this splendid monument of our naval 
pride, as she rounded Lambert’s Point and stood ma- | 
jestically up the river, under top sails and top gallant 
sails, which were all the canvass she had spread, ex- 
cept a jib and spanker. No intimation had been gi- 
ven of the time of her appearance, and she hove in 
sight rather unexpectedly; but in a few minutes our 
population were on the qui vive, and mustered at all 
the eligible positions for a fair and full view of the 
gran:t spectacle; and by the time she had passed the 
bite of Craney Island (3 miles below Norfolk) all 
eyes were upon her, and her every movement was 
watched with intenseinterest. When abreast of Fort 
Norfolk she began to furl her top gallant sails. ‘‘Ah, 
she is about to come to there”—said many a disap- 
pointed spectator; but still she kept on. Just then 
the guns at the navy yard commenceda salute. She 
had now passed the John Adams,—and the Commo- 
dore’s intention to proceed directly up to the Navy 
Yard was no longer doubtful. In passing the John 
Adams, the contrast in size of the two vessels was so 
striking, that it caused an involuntary burst of merri- 
ment. That fine ship which had looked so bold and 
buvyant before, appeared to have suddenly dwindled 
to the puny dimensions of a cockboat. As soon as 
the Pennsylvania had passed the John Adams, the 
Jatter fired a salute. And now the stupendous struc- 
ture nears the wharf at Town Point, where hundreds 
are gazing at her with steady eyes and high wrought 
interest. She passes within a hundred yards of them 
and displays to full view her wondrous figure, in all 
its pride, and with all its trophies of human skill and 
matchless workmanship. Off go their hats, and three 


30 minutes in three seconds! 





hearty cheers proclaim their admiration and delight. 


SS 


A pause of a few seconds ensues; the boatswain’s 
whistle 1s heard, and in au instant more the ratlines 
are lined with men runnicg up aloft, where they re- 
spond in behalf of the distinguished visiter, with 
three animating cheers, to the voice of welcome 
which had just sounded from the shore. Meanwhile 
the gallant ship glides along abreast of our wharves 
until she reaches the centre of the harbor, when she 
turns gracefully towards Portsmouth and passes up 
to the Navy Yard, receiving from the citizens of our 
sister town the same homage with which she had 
been greeted by ours. She came to anchor at 12 M. 
and Immediately returned the salutes of the Navy 
Yard and John Adams.—Herald. 





As intimated in our last, the Pennsylvania came 
up without the aid of steamboats. She works to ad- 
miration, and ‘minds her helm” as readily as the 
best-behaved craft that ever floated. We understand 
that it was the intention et Commodore Stewart to 
have run the Pennsylvania up into the dry dock at 
once, without casting anchor, which he could easily 
have done; but the place was occupied at the time by 
the sloop of war Warren, which we learn, will not 
be discharged for some days. In the meantime, if 
circumstances would permit, of which we are not 
apprised, it would be highly gratifying to many per- 
sons who feel a lively interest in all thaf concerns the 
Navy, to take an interior view of the mighty ship, 
and speculate on the wonders of human art and in- 
genuity which it unfolds, and it is hoped, ifallowable, 
that the opportunity will be afforded them to satisfy 
so laudable as well as natural a curiosity. —Jbid. 





INTERESTING Tro Manrtners.—Variation of 
the needle.—During the extraordinary auroral phe- 
nomena preceding and subsequent to the meteoric 
showers of the 12th and 13th of November, Mr. E. 
C. Herrick, of Yale College, noticed particularly the 
variations of the magnetic needle, and astertained 
the following remarkable facts: ‘*The needle was 


| nore dis'ended between six and ten o’clock, on 


Tuesday evering, 14th November, than I ever be- 
fore knew it to be during an aurora. It often moved 
Its entire range was 
nearly six degrees!! At6, 30, P. M. it stood 4 
deg. 10 min. west; and at 10 min. past 9 it stood at 
9 deg. 7 min. west!! Its mean position the next 
day was 5 deg. 65 min. W. This aurora was seen 
through a snow storm.”? The above facts, as is tru- 
ly said by the New York Mercantile Advertiser, 
possess a peculiar interest for mariners; for who 
can tell of what vast importance a knowledge of 
such uncommon variation in the North point, as in- 
dicated by his compass, might be to the toil-worn na- 
vigator in steering in for an entrance to his destined 
port, during one of these celestial exhibitions. As 
the attention of the scientific world has been drawn 
to this subject, it is hoped that such discoveries will 
be elicited in regard to the auroral phenomena, as 
will enable them to make correct calculations as to 
the variations of the magnetic needle during its ap- 
pearance. Thus furnishing navigators with data to 
ascertain the true point even when the needle is 
affected by the aurora. The new discoveries in 
electro magnetism will doubtless aid materially in 
these investigations; and, we are much inclined to 
believe, will be found the active and sole agent of 
all the auroral as well as electrical phenomena 
which have so long baffled the inquiries of the scien- 
tific. 

Two hundred regular troops, from New York took 
passage in the nine o’clock train of cars from Albany, 
for the frontier, under the charge of Major Young. 
They were to be joined on Thursday last by some 150 
more on their way. Several hundred stand of arms 
= with them, from the U.S. Arsenal at Water- 
viiet. 
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We learn that Commodore Hutt has taken the 
house, (with the furnitare) built and recently occu. 
pied by Commodore Ropcers on President’s square ; 
from this we infer that the veteran conqueror of the 
Guerriere intends to make Washington his perma- 
nent hoine. 





§G-Several articles, unavoidably crowded out, are 
inserted in the presentnumber. Although they have 
lost something of their freshness, their value is not 
lessened. We consider our paper more important as 
a record of events than for the news of the day—or, 
more properly speaking, the hour. 





Among the passengers on board the steamboat Black 
Hawk when she was wrecked, who escaped unhurt 
was Major L. G. De Russy, Paymaster of the army. 
He had under his charge a large amount in specie, 
inost of which was saved. 





The Norfolf® papers mention that the frigate Mace- 
donian was expected at that port, to be employed as 
the flag ship of the coast squadron, under the com- 
manded of Captain W. B. Shubrick. Upon enquiry 
we cannot learn that any thing of the kind has been 
decided on at the Department. 





Commander Isaac Mayo having expressed a wish 
to be relieved from the command of the U.S. ship 


7 


have a very large number of such officers on our list 
of readers, especially military gentlemen in the South 
and South-West, and aiong the Western frontier line; 
and during our long intercourse with them we have 
steadily enjoyed at their hands perfect urbanity, con- 
siderate delicacy, and business promptitude—never 
receiving from them a word of petulance, an act of 
neglect, or a breath of dictation. Our contemporaries 
understand, if the public do not, the enviable grace 
and value of such friends to a Gazette ; how they re- 
compense its toils, too often thankless, and its inde- 
pendence, too often unrequited.” 





Ligzut. Sripett.—The proceedings of the New 
York Legislature, of a later date than those mention- 
ed in our last, explain the cause of the application of 
Lieut. Slidell for leave to change his name. 


In the Senate on Saturday, the 6th inst—Mr. L. 
Beardsley, fiom the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported a bill, authorizing Lieut. Alexander Slidell, of 
the U. S. Navy, to assume his maternal, name Alex- 
ander Slidell Mackenzie, to enable him to inherit 
property. 

To some question from Mr. Young as to the cause, 
Ke. 

Mr. Verplanck said he had presented the petition, 
The petitioner was well known as a skilful and gal- 
lant officer, and his name also stood high in the lite- 
rary world. It was one which, with its present as- 
sociations, he should think, nothing but the strongest 
inducements could impel him to wish to change. 
He must write a great many good books, ere the name 
of Mackenzie would be more celebrated than that of 
Slidell. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading, sub- 
sequently passed both Houses, and Lieut. Slidell will 





Fairfield, now on the coast of Brazil, Commander 
Joun WuitTe has been ordered to hold himself in 
readiness to proceed in the first public vessel bound 
in that direction, to relieve Commander Mayo. 





DisTuRBANCES IN CANADA.—The rebellion which 
broke out in Lower Canada a few weeks ago among a 
portion of the disaffacted inhabitants of that prov- 
ince, has extended itself to Upper Canada, and en- 
listed in its support a number of our own citizens. 

The aspect of affairs in that quarter being serious, 
the President has issued a Proclamation, warning the 
citizens of the U. S. not to compromit the neutrality 
of the Government, and of the consequences of so 
doing. 

Major General Scott has been ordered to take 
the command of the militia forces (there being no 
regulars) on the Niagara frontier; to maintain peace 
and order. 

The documents in relation to this subject will be 
found in another column. 





Our professional avocations for the last five years 
have brought us much into contaet, both personally 
and by correspondence, with officers of the Army and 


Navy, and we can with perfect sincerity bear testi- | 0 the Senate the manner in w 


hereafter be recognized by the name of Mackenzie. 





ITEMS. 
General Scott reached Albany on Tuesday morn- 
ing, the 9th inst. and left there in the evening for the 
frontier, in company with Governor Marcy, Colo- 


nel Worth, of the Army, and Adjutant General 
MACDONALD. 


The ward room officers of the ship of the line Penn- 
sylvania, have presented to Commodore Stewart, as a 
mark of their esteem and respect for him as their late 
commander, a splendid pair of gold epaulettes. 

The “long, low, raking, black, piratical -looking 
schooner,” the Bloming Youth, cleared at Mobile on 
the 2d inst. for Havana. 


The packet ship Susquehannah has returned safely 
to Philadelphia from her voyage to Liverpool. 








PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN-RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &e. 





SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10. 

The Vice PresipeEntT laid before the Senate a report 
from the Secretary of War, relative to the state of de- 
fences on the northern and eastern fronticrs. Ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Wuire, 

Resolved, That the Seouninny of War communicate 

ich the Indian annuities 


mony to the truth of the following deservedly just for 1837 have been disbursed, and whether any portion 


tribute from the Philadelphia National Gazette. 


*«*The admirable characteristics which are accorded 


to military and naval gentlemen ; their generous bear- 


thereof has been paid in merchandize, and if so, by 
what authority. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs in- 


. taal. P ? uire into the expediency of remunerating the officers 
ing, elevated probity, and prompt, invariable courtesy, of the army for horses lost at sea, while auahepeiaplite the 
same to Tampa Bay. 


are eminently distinctive traits of the army and navy 
officers of the country. We speak from considerable 





experience, It has been our good fortune always to 





The bill for the relief of the Great and Little Osage 
Indians, was read a third time and passed. 
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TuurspDay, JAN. Il. 

The Vice Presicenr laid before the Senate commu- 
nications from the Secretary of War, enciosing reports | 
of the Colonel of Ordnance and the Commissioner of 
Pensions ; o:dered to be printed and referred. 

Frivay, Jan. 12. 

The Vice Presipent presented a report from the 
War Departinent, containing a statement of the Second 
Comptroller, of the appropriations expended in that 
Department in 1837, and of the balancas remaining. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Navy, re- 
luting to the number and compensation of clerks. 
Monpay, JAN. 15. 





The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate several | 
communications from the War Department, transmit- | 
ting a report from the chief officer of the Topographical | 
Bureau, relating to the survey of Kennebec river, 
Maine, &e. 

Mr. McKean presented a petition from several citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, asking Congress to adopt measures 
to finish and launch the frigate Raritan. 

Tuespay, JAN. 16, 
Mr. Rives presented a remonstrance against the re- 


instatement of officers in the navy, who had resigned 
or been dismissed. 


Wepnespay, JAN. 17. 

The Vice Presipenr presented a report from the | 
Sccretary of War, covering a communication from the | 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, relating to the manner 
in which the annuities for 1837 has been disbursed. 

Mr. Rives introduced a bill authorizing an examina- 


nation and survey for a navy yard at Key West. Re- 
ferred, 


—_——— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, Jan. 10. 





Mr. McKay, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a resolution providing that the Committee of | 
the Whole be discharged from the further consideration | 
of the report of the Secretary of War accompanying | 
the annual message, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. This resolution 
gave rise to some debate, during which Mr. Be ct| 
moved to strike out all after resolved, and insert: | 

‘*That the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union be discharged from the further consideration | 
of all the subjects referred to in the annual message of | 
the President, except so much thereof as is proposed to 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.”’ | 

Mr. W.C. Jounson offered the following amend- | 
ment to the amendment: 

** And that so much of the Executive communication 
as relates to the establishmeut of a national foundry for 
cannon, to be common to the service of the army and 
navy of the United States, be referred to a select com- 
mittee, to report by bill o* otherwise.’ Agreed to. 

Mr. McKay’s resolution, as ameuded, was then 
adopted. 

[The select committce appointed in pursuance of Mr. 
cena amendinent cousists of the following mem- 

ers : 

Messrs. Jonnsov, of Md:, McKay, Bivpte, Gvras- 
cock, Matuory, Pickens, PARMENTER, and Parker. 


Tuorspay, JAN. ll. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, showing the names of the clerks 
employed during the year 1537 in the offices of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and Navy Commissioners. Also, a| 
letter from the Secretary of War trausinitting a report 
from the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Faipay, Jan. 12. 

The following bills were reported, read twice and 
committed : 

From the Committee of Ways and Means, by Mr. 
Camsrecenc; a bill making appropriation for the pro- 
tection of the Northern frontier of the United States. 

By Mr. M’Kio, from the same Committee ; a bill to 
provide for certain harbors, and for the removal of ob- 
structions in and at the mouths of certain rivers. 

By Mr. Smitu, from the Committee of Commerce, a 
bill to provide for the registration of vessels of the 
United States, for the collection of hospital moneys, and 
for the erection of hospitals, &c., and for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen, and navigators of the Western 








rivers and lakes of the United States. 


The House went into Committee on the Senate bill pro- 
viding for the payment of Osage Indian Annuities for 
1538; noamendment was made, the bill mas reported 
to the House, and was read a third time and passed. 

Tue Speaker laid before the House a letter from the 
Seerctary of War, transmitting a statement prepared by 
the Second Comptroller, of the appropriations, expendi- 
tures, &c., for 1837. 

The bill to provide fur the payment of annuities to the 
Great and Little Osages, was read twice, and, by gene- 
ral consent, was read a third time and passed. 

SaATuRDAY, JAN. 13. . 

Tue Speaker laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretaay of War, transmitting reports from 
the Topographical Bureau, accompanied by sundry doc- 
uments, in reference to the survey of the Kennebec river, 
in the State of Maine. 

Also, a similar report, accompanied by a survey of 
Cleveland harbor. 

Monpay, JAN. 15. : 

Among the numerous petitions presented, was one in 
favor of launching the frigate Raritan, and another in 
favor of constiucting a dry dock at Philadelphia. 

WeEpNEsDAY, JAN. 17. 

On motion of Mr. Camspretena, the Committee of the 
Whole was discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill making appropriation for the suppression of In- 
dian hostilities; and the same was recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Haynes, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
reported a bill to provide for the support of the Military 
Academy, West Point, for the year 1833; read twice 
and cominitted. 





LAW OF TILE UNITED STATES. 
{Pustic—No. 1.] 

An act to authorize the President of the United States 
to cause the public vessels to cruise upon the coast 
in the winter season, and to relieve distressed navi- 
gators. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa~ 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the President of the United States be and 
hereby is, authorised to cause any suitable number of ves- 
scls adapted to the purpose,to cruise upon the coast, in the 
severe portion of the season, when the public service will 
allow of it, and to afford such aid to distressed naviga 
tors, as their circumstances and necessities may require ; 
and such public vessels shall go to sca prepared fully to 
render such assistance, 

APPROVED, Dec. 22, 1837 








DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





FLORIDA WAR. 


We have no further news from Florida, and have no 
reason to look with very pleasing anticipations to the 
next that is likely to reach us. 

The Deputation of Cherokees, who lately, with the 
full conenrrence of the War Departinent, undertook to 
act as Mediators between the Seminole and Mickasu- 
ky Indians, and the U. States, have rejoined the Depu- 
tation of Cherokees now inthis city. They had pene- 
trated the interior of Florida, and succeeded in obtain- 
ing a conference with the hostiles on friendly terms, 
and in delivering a talk prepared in this city by John 
Ross, with the approbation of the Secretary of War, 
The principal chief (Miecanopy) and twelve other 
chiefs, and a number ef warriors, accompanied the 
Cherokees into Head-Quarters at Fort Meilon. But, 
whilst hopes were entertained that the rest of the 
Chiefs would come in, and some were actually in 
motion for the purpose, circumstances occurred to 
produce a sudden change in the minds of those who 
were still in the hammocks and swamps, and they 
broke off from the negotiation. 

Those Chiefs who had come in under the Cherokee 
flag of truce were made prisoners of war, and forth- 
with sent off to Fort Augustine, and imprisoned there ; 
and Gen. Jesup put his forces, regular as well as vol- 
unteer, under march into the fastnesses. Since when 
no news has been received from the Army. Under 
such circumstances, we repeat, we have Jittle hope of 
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receiving any information from Florida of a nature to 
give unalloyed satisfaction. 


There are some further rumors as to the treatment 
ef Micanopy and the other chiefs who came in with 
the Cherokees desiring to effect a peace. It is said 
they have been threatened with death in the event of 
any blood of the whites being spilt by those Indians 
who still hold out. This can barely be true. Be it 
as it may however, itis understood that the Cherokees 
here have protested against the violation of the flag of 
truce under which their deputation brought in Mica- 
nopy and the other Chiefs, and entreated that they 
may be set at liberty, and allowed the opportunity of 
conferring with their people.— National Intelligencer. 





The St. Augustine Herald of 23d ult. says—The 
prospects of the close of the Seminole war are dim and 
gloomy. The army moved from Fort Mellon on Sat- 
urday last, and advanced ten miles, when it was in- 
terrupted by a hammock eight miles wide, through 
which a road had to be cut. .The main body of Indians 
is said to be about 75 miles south of Fort Mellon, and 
making their way south, 

Orders have been received from Gen. Jesup, we 
understand, for the removal of all the Indians now in 
the Fort to Charleston. We have been informed that 
when the order was communicated to them, it was rc- 
ceived with a very bad grace. 





SAVANNAH, JAN. 4.—By the’ arrival yesterday of 
the steamer Ocmulgee, Capt. Blankenship, we learn 





. that a letter was received there on Saturday from an 
officer of the army, stating that Gen. Jesup had had a 
skirmish with a small party of Indians, in which he 
killed five and captured nine prisoners. An officer 
of the army, we regret to add, received two wounds, | 
one about his knee which may, it is thought, render 
amputation necessary. It is said that Sam Jones and 
followers have retreated to the shelter of the large 
Cypress swamp, which is almost impenetrable.— 
There is also a rumor that two chiefs had informed 
Gen. Jesup the Cherokee deputation had deceived 
them, and that the chiels had been informed that if 
they held out the year, that Congress would not ap- 
propriate funds this session, and they wouid conse- 
quently remain. The steamer Poinselt left St. Au- 
gustine on Saturday last for Charleston, with Mican- 
opy, Oseola, and all the chiefs and Indians.— Geor- 


gian. 





From the Charleston Courier. 


ARRIVAL OF THE INDIAN CHIEFS AND WarR- 
rr1ors.—The steamer Poinsett, Capt. TraTHEn, ar- 
rived at this port on Monday morning last, from St. 
Augustine, having on board Pitcairn Morrison, Capt. 
4th Infantry, superintendent emigration Seminoles; 
Dr. Brecon, acting assistant Surgeon, U. S. A.; Lieut. 
Hathaway, 4th Artillery: Lieut. Wharton, 6th In- 
fantry, cammanding detachment U. S._ troops. 
Chiefs— Micanopy, principal chief, Coahadjo, King 
Philip, Oceola, Little Cloud, and one hundred 
and sixteen-warriors, and eighty two women and 
children. The whole under command of Captain 
Morrison, with a guard of 40 U.S. soldiers. We are 
pleased to learn that from the excellent management 
of Capt. Morrison, the Indians are satisfied to emi- 
grate with him. We likewise understand that their 
conduct while on board the Poinsett was distinguish- 
ed by good order and sobriety. All of them were 
landed at Sullivan’s Island, and confined within Fort 
Moultrie. 

Gen. Jesup, with the main body of the army was 
above Lake Harney moving south in pursuit of the 
Indians, but as yet have seen no traces of them. On 
their route, they passed through several Indian vil- 
lages abandoned. It is supposed the Indians have 
moved eighty or one hundred miles south. 


—_—_—_—_— 
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BY THE SOUTHERN EXPRESS MAIL. 


OFFICE oF THE REPUBLICAN, Q 
SAVANNAH, January 6—1 P.M. § 
IMPORTANT FROM FLORIDA—BATTLE 
WITH THE INDIANS, 

By the arrival of the Steamboat Camden, Capt. 
Mts, from Garey’s Ferry, we Jearn that on the 28th 
ult. between Peas Creek and the Big Cypress swamp, 
a small party of Indians was seen and pursued, and 
when the pursuing party reached the hammock, the 
Indians were discovered in great force, and a severe 
contest immediately ensued, in which 28 of our gal- 
lant cH were killed, and 111 wounded. Among 
the killed are Col. Thompson, Capt. Van Swearingen, 
Lieut. Brooke, and Lieut. Center all of the Army; 
and Col. Gentry, and Captain Andrews, wounded. 
Col. Gentry has since died. 

The loss of the Indians not ascertained but presum- 
ed to be large. A few days previous Gen. Jesup 
captured 27 Indians near Fort Lane. 


From the Jacksonville Courier. 


We hasten to give to the public the following in- 
telligence of a battle fought between the cur troops 
and the Indians. The place, as stated in the letter, 
is not known to us, or the writer. Such aecounts 
cannot but convince all that the foe we are pursuing 
and fighting, is not to be contemned. 

To the Editors of the Jacksonville Courier. 
GarReEyY’s Ferry, Jan. 2d, 1838. 

DEAR Sir :—I hasten te inform you that a battle was 
fought a few days since, (place not known) between 
the Indians and a part of the 6ih regiment of infantry. 
We lost in killed and wounded 139; Loss of the ene- 
my not known. The officers killed are Lt. Col. 
Thompson, Captain Van Swearingen, Lts. Brooke and 
Center, and Col. Gentry of the Volunteers. Wound- 
ed 111—killed 28. Your’s in haste, 

RICHARD WEIGHTMAN. 





From the Savannah Georgian, Jan. 8. 
FLORIDA WAR. 


On Saturday we transmitted, by Express mail, to 
our exchange papers, the subjoined disastrous intel- 
ligence; disastrous, inasmuch as this eternal war- 
fare has thinned, still further, the ranks of our gal- 
lant officers and men, who, in the discharge of a pat- 
riotic duty, are encountering the privations of an ar- 
duous service, the impenetrable swamps of a terri- 
tory, where the ambushed foe lurks in temporary se- 
curity, soon dispelled by the firm hearts and steady 
hand of Ainerican troops, nany of whom have, with 
the devotion of a Dade and his gallant band, of an 
Izard, a Mellon, a McNiel, and other heroic prede- 
cessors, evinced, in their untimely deaths, American 
intrepidity, and, in the success of their brave survi- 
vors, confirmed American invincibility. 

Americans owe a debt of gratitude to these mar- 
tyrs in the cause of our common country, which 
cannot in all time be repaid. Let Congress evince 
a nation’s grateful recollections by some tribute of 
respect, some provision for the familiesand relations 
of the gallant and heroic dead. 

We now turn from this disastrous battle to record, 
from the best sources of information, the progress of 
the detachments of our army, on their march to drive 
from their fastnesses the ruthless Seminoles, and ex- 
terminate them, asa race unworthy, from their atro- 
cilies, of the sympathies of any true American. 

One letter dated Fort Dearborn, Dec. 22, 1837, 
states—‘* We are now at Lake Harney. General 
Hernandez, with the Tennesseans, on the east side 
of the St. Johns, and Gen. Eustis, with the 2d dra- 
goons and the 3d and 4th artillery, on the west 
side. We have passed a good many Indian villages, 
but they have all been deserted, and the Indians 





have doubtless gone further south, 
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“* We are to go after them in a day or two, that is| 
to say, Gen. Jesup with the mounted: force will first, 
proceed forward to join Col. Taylor on the Kissiin- | 
mee.” , 

Another letter, from the same writer, dated Fort 
MeNiel, on the Chick-sa-hatchee, (Dee. 23, 1837,) | 
says— We have proceeded so far. The Chick-sa- 
hatchee is a small creek which flows into the river 
St. Johns, south of Lake Harney, and also very con- 
siderably south of Fowl Creek. Si 

‘‘No prospect of finishing the war this winter, un- 
less by an accident. 

“Fort Christmas is at an old town of Powell’s, be- 
tween Fort Drane and Fort McNiel.” 

Another writer, from camp, 27 miles south of the 
lower crossing of the E-con-like-hatchee, East Flo- 
rida, (22d Dec. 1837,) says—‘* The army is en- 
camped, as you perceive, about 7 miles south of 
Lake Harney. We reached this point yesterday | 
afternoon, and will remain until the 24th. In the) 
meantime a road is being opened to a depot on, 
Lake Harney. The construction of the bridges and | 
the road will occupy several days, but it is probable | 
that as soon as our troops can reach the E-con-like- 
hatchee, we will proceed there until it is ascertained | 
whether flat boats with provisions, forage, &c., can | 
be brought up to that point of the creek. 

«« My impression is that itcan be brought in boats | 





[ear 


caught. ——— came into camp this morning from 
Tort Lane by water. His course was up lake Har- 
ney to the mouth of the E-con-like-hatchee river— 
thence up the river to a point of it about a mile from 
this camp. He brought with him 120 sacks of corn. 
So you see what supplies can be pushed up both by 


i 
| water and land. 


Col. Coffee, with his battalion of Alabama volun- 
teers, has joined us. Gen. Eustis’ command in camp 
is about 1500 strong, the number of wagons about 80.” 

Another letter, dated Fort Lane, (E. F.) Dec. 26, 
1837, says-~"‘ We have succeeded in establishing a 
depot and fort on the lake designated as Lake Hare 
ney, and the same has been called ‘ Fort Lane.’ 

*A depot will probably be established on the Cos- 
likehatchee, a creek, which empties into the St, 
Johns above this place. 

* The regular forces are moving south. Gen. Her- 
nandez has re-crossed the St Johns, and is naw re- 
tracing his steps east. The Indians appear to be 
making, as their trails indicate, towards the * Cole 
wagas Cha,” or big cypress in the evergales. No 
hope, I think, is, at present, entertained by the most 


, sanguine of finishing the war immediately.” 


Another letter from Fort Lane, (Lake Harney, 
Dec. 23d, 1837,)—** Major Lomax,’ with two com- 
panies of 2d Regiment Dragoons, and a battalion of 
4th Artillery, left Fort Mellon eight days ago, to 


to the crossing where the bridge is now building. | prepare the way for the main army, and proceeded 
This will save much trouble and labor in crossway- | about 25 miles to the Coslikehatchee, having made 
ing the strip of savannah that intervenes between | several bridges, cut through hammocks, made cause- 
the margin of the lake and the pine-woods. It is, ways, &c. We were overtaken by the main army on 
in contemplation to establish a block house about 3) the fourth day, and have progressed but slowly, being 
miles south of this, at Jimstown, and to keep it sup- | greatly retarded by the wagons at the first crossing 
plied with provisions, forage and ammunition, by | of the above named stream. 
the wagon train from the lake. “We were foretold we would be attacked if the 
“ From the block-house the army will operate enemy intended to give battle at all, but there were 
without the train of wagons, and fall back upon it; no symptoms of them, nor have we discovered any 
whenever it may be necessary to obtain a fresh sup- | signs whatever, nor any cattle. 
ply. The scouting parties returned this afternoon, and ** Jimstown has been visited by a part of our com- 
reported that innumerable trails are seen, all going | mand—there are some substantial houses lately built, 
south, and supposed toa big cypress swamp, about and being built, but they “suddenly” left off work, 
80 miles south of this point. Beyond that the Lodian | and have gone somewhere south; even Sam Jones,who 


guide, with us say that the enemy canot live, in con-| 
sequence of the wet character of the country. 

** The Indians are, you will find by a reference to) 
the last map, completely hemmed in, and the very | 
judicious arrangement of the army now on the march | 
from different points will prevent, I think, the possi- | 
bility their of eluding us entirely. They cannot go. 
to the west of the Kissimmee, as Col. Taylor’s force | 
will intercept them. They cannot get to the east of. 
the St. Johns, by the two crossings of the river, one | 
near Lake Pickell (named after Lieut. Pickell, who; 
discovered the same,) and the other about 15 miles, 
further up, as General Hernandez’s force will pre- 
vent such movement, and they cannot go west, as 
we will intercept them. Thus, you find, they are 
nearly cornered. Two weeks will, I think, deter- 
mine the result of the campaign. 

*«*We are surrounded with Indian villages that were, | 
I presume, abandoned immediately after our first. 
expedition under Col. Bankhead to Lake Harney. 

‘Our command isin good health. Gen. Jesup is 
expected here from Lake Harney to-morrow. 

*“*We are now where white man never was before, 
and, of course, every thing is more or less interest- 
ing to us. But itis late, and I am fatigued; there- 
fore I must bid good night.” 

A letter from camp, 7 miles S. W. from Fort Lane, 
(Dec. 23, 1837,) says—‘* We arrived here day he- 
fore yesterday. Our stay here now is to make a 
good road from this point to Fort Lane, so that sup- 
plies may be carried from the latter place to a point 
about 4 miles S. W. of this, where a depot is to be 
established. We have passed by several Indian 
lodges—of course all deserted. 

‘* The Indian signs about here are several days, if 
not a week, old. Two Indian ponies have been 





boasted that his bones should ** whiten” at his own 
town, bas, I am informed by an officer of Gen. Her- 
nandez’ command, who left this place a few days ago, 
disappeared and left no fresh trails. 

“Gen. Hernandez, with his forces, are here on this 
side of the St. Johns.” 

Another letter from Fort McNiel, (E. F.) Dec. 
27, 1837, says—“* The General and myself overtook 
the dragoons yesterday, and this morning reached the 
Chickasahatchee. The Indians seem to be in advance 
in large numbers. The country is bad for wagons— 
rivulets continually cross our path. The fort to be 
built, will be called Fort MecNiel, after Lieut. Mc- 
Niel. 1 write on my knee in a high wind.” 


The late disastrous intelligence from Florida is con- 
firmed. We have in it another repetition of the many 
pangs we have experienced in the course of this most 
disastrous war. Lieut. Jonn P. Cenrer, one of 
the unfortunate victims of the savage onslaught, was 
one of our earliest schoolmates, and not less valued 
by usas afriend, than endeared to a large and inter- 
esting circle, by nearer and stronger ties. He was 
but two years since a graduate of high standing from 
the West Point Military Academy. He entered im- 
mediately upon his duties in the regular army, and 
spent one season at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., whence 
he was ordered but last year to the Florida service. 
He was a native of Pittsfield, Berkshire county, 
Massachusetts, where he has left numerous and 
highly respectable friends and relatives to mourn this 
early bereavement. To his friends it is a sad, but 
proud consolation, that he fell in the cause of his 
country. But his weeping relations must look alone 
to Him, who hath smitten them, to sooth their sor- 
rowj; happy indeed if the hopes of Christianity shall 
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have given them the bright assurance of a reunion, 
enabling them to say in the language of Scripture ‘1 
shall come to thee, but thou shalt not come to me.” 
— Mudisonian. 





Key West, Jan. 1.—A smack has just arrived 
from ‘Tampa Bay and reports the ship Charles Whar- 
ton, of Philadelphia, as being ashore off Tampa, and 
bilged. She was bound to Tampa Bay with volun- 
teers and troops. Her rigging &c. will be saved. 


The steamer Black Hawk, Capt. Taylor, on her 
passage from Natchez to Natchitoches, burst her boil- 
ers on Wednesday night the 27th ult. a short distance 
above the mouth of Red river. She had a full freight, 
a large number of passengers and horses, together with | 
$90,000 in specie, belonging to the United States, | 
The pilot and engineer were instantly killed—several 
more were supposed to be lost—number not known. 
Four or five were severely, and several mortally, 
wounded. Most of the passengers were saved by the 
timely arrival of a flat boat, which conveyed them to 
the shore. The principal part of the cargo was saved 
in the same way. Seven horses were lost. $75,000 
of the specie saved. The bull, partly uader water, re- 
mains near where the accident occurred. 


REMOVAL OF THE INDIANS TO THE WEST.— 
The company intrusted with the charge of the ** Emi- 

rating Indians,” has returned, after an absence of 
our months, and having travelled to the Nishnebotny 
river, thirty miles below Council Bluffs. It was the 
duty of the company to have taken thein to that 
place, but, at the request of the Indians, they were 
left there with the assurance, however, that provi- 
sions should be taken to the opposite side of the 
Nishnebotny and rafted across to them until the river 
became passable. Something like 160 of the Indians 
preferred to go to the Osage river (whither Govern- 
ment was obliged to take them if they requested it,) 
when within 60 miles of the Nishnebotny, and were | 
sent thither under the command of Major Scott. The | 
company was near the Missouri, the most of the 
time, and it is our opinion that economy would have 
justified the chartering of a steamboat at St. Louis, 
which would have taken the Indians in a much more 
expeditious and comfortable manner to Council Bluffs. 
Something like a dozen of the Indians died on the 
way. One boy, about fourteen, in anger, shot ano- 
ther of about the same age; for the loss of whom the 
murderer’s parents paid an equivalent in money. 
About 70 men were attached to the expedition, and, 
we learn, they are bestowing the highest com- 
pliments upon the urbane and kind deportment, prac- 
tical knowledge and sotind judgment of Lieutensnt 
Sprague, the disbursing agent. In fact, we believe 
this young man is popular every where. Not, how- 
ever, because he seeks it, but because he is one of 
those few public officers that make the interest of 
Guvernment his own. The whole number of the 
officers are spoken of in commendatory terms with 
one exception.— Chicago Democrat, Dec. 2%. 


EMIGRATING CHickAsaws.—This emigration 
commenced on the 26th October. It would have 
been begun much earlier had the Indians come into 
camp at the time agreed upon. They are slow and 
dilatory at all times, and could not be removed from 
the influence of those interested to detain them. 

We have had occasion to observe the movements of 
the gentlemanly and polite agents entrusted with 
this business, and think that great praise is due Col. 
Upshaw, and Capt. Phillips, of the U. S. Army, for 
the judicious arrangements effected. The emigration 
by land was sufficiently slow to enable the Indians 
living near the line of march, to join the party, and 
gave them time to place their baggage in the wagons, 
thereby saving the strength of their horses. It is 


—_ 


ing to the unwillingness of the Indians to go in the 
boats prepared for them. The agents anticipated this, 
and guarded against it in some measure, by taking a 
large number up the river. They very soon became 
accustomed to the noise and novelty of a steamboat. 
The emigration was well managed. The boats were 
commodious, and of the best description, and com- 
manded by able and experienced men. We are in- 
formed that every attention was paid to their com- 
fort, by the agents, and officers of the boats. How- 
ever, soine 1500 persisted, together with their fami- 
lies, in going through the swamp A portion of them 
are still there. They are to take water at Little 
Rock. 

Upon the whole, this emigration has been conduct- 
ed more to the credit of the Government, and the 
agents employed, than any previous one, coming un- 
der our observation. This is obvious from the fact 
that but ten or twelve deaths have occurred during 
the whole time the removal was going on; and these 
were of children. We understand 1500 or 2000 yet 
remain, who will take up their march for the west 
early in the coming spring.—Memphis Enquirer. 


Surcipe.—One of the Indian warriors confined at 
the Fort on Sullivan’s Island, committed suicide on 
Sunday night last. It appears that he had been con- 
cer.ed in some depredations upon the hen-roosts of 
the inhabitants of the Island, and was severely repri- 
manded by the Chiefs for the act; threats of punish- 
inent were also thrown out, which, doubtless, was the 
cause of his committing the act. Yesterdiy morning, 
he was found suspended by the neck, with a piece of 
cow-hide, his knees almost resting upon the ground, 
and lifeless. A Coroner’s inquest was held on the 
body yesterday.— Charleston Courter. 


We publish some adtitional items of intelligence 
of the late affair in Florida. The loss is greater on 
our side than wasfirst reported. It is with profound 
regret we add, that the officer, called Lt. Brooks, 
in the list of the killed, is Lt. Francis T. Brooker, 
son of the late Jonn T. Brooker, of Stafford county, 
and nephew of Judge Brookes, of the Court of Ap- 
peals. He graduated at West Point in 1826, and im- 
mediately joined his regiment, since which, with one 
brief interval, he has been on duty on the Western 
Frontier. He possessed the most generous feelings 
and the nicest sense of honor. No man stood higher 
in the army, as an officer and as a man.—Fredericks- 
burg, Va. Arena. 


ONE BENEFIT OF THE FLortpa War.—The 
army in Florida is now about 8,000 strong, well pro- 
vided with provisions and means of transportation. 
“If we cannot subdue the Indians,” says a correspon- 
dent of the New York Star, who writes from the 
army, “we can explore the country: And many 
discoveries have already been made. Hitherto Lake 
George has been thought the head waters of St. John’s 
river; ithas subsequently been traced up to Lake 
Monroe, where its source was supposed to have been 
finally discovered; but recently the river has been 
traced to another lake, and a steam dredging machine 
is now removing the obstructions from the newly 
discovered channel so as to make it navigable for 
steamboats. “If the gevernment,” continues the 
correspondent of the Star, ‘‘continues the war for 
two or three years longer, the whole of East Florida 
will be discovered, and its navigable waters impro- 
ved, and perhaps the everglades drained. Two hun- 
dred men are now exploring that part of Florida.” 
This isa crumb of comfort, and we accept it with 
thankfulness. 


From the Norfolk Beac®n, Jan. 12. 
We understand that the U. S. ship Macedonian 
( lately attached to the Exploring Squadron,) Capt. 
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from New York, for the purpose of completing her} was obliged to stand o/f and on the land for six days, 

equipments preparatory to a cruise on the coast. before the boat could return; thence proceeded to the 
Extract of a letter received in this Borough, dated,| mouth of the Mississippi, where they arrived on the 

U. S. Sure Sr. Lours, St Thomas, Dec, 17. 15th instant, reinaining there one day ; thence to this 
«© We sailed from St. Barts Sth inst. where we left place. 


the Brig Braganza, of Norfolk, Captain Pedrick, un-| | We are pleased to learn, notwithstanding the ardu- 
dergoing repairs. We were last from Frederickstadt, | ous and important duties performed by this vessel, 
(St. Croix) where we spent an agreeable week. this being her fiith cruise down the Gulf of Mexico 


Dec. 21. ** We will sail within an hour for St. John’s, in succession, that the oilicers and crew enjoy good 
(P. R.) This ship will probably proceed to the North) health. 
at the expiration of her cruise.’ The following is a list of the officers: 
— Commander, William Mervine; Lieut. J.D. Knight, 
The steamer Cincinnati arrived at this port yester- | Lieut. M. Smith, Acting Lieut. G. R. Gray, Acting 
day morning from Clarksville, via Savannah, having} Lieut. C. S. Ridgely, Parser S. Ramsay, Act. Master 
on board 29 Seminole Indians, in charge of Lieutenant | J, F, Borden, Lieut. of Marines F. B. MeNeill, Pass. 
Rotanb, U.S. A., five warriors and twenty-four| Asst. Surgeon S. Sharpe, Passed Mids. D. McDougal, 
women and children. They were landed at Sullivan’s| F. B. Renshaw, Midshipmen J. 8S. Neville, N. Collins, 
Island and confined at Fort Moultrie.—Charleston | J, F. Marast, Wm. E. Boudinot, M. C: Watkins, 
Mercury, Jan. 1A. J.S. Kennard. Captain’s Clerk C. H. Mervine. Act. 
; Boatswain, J. Bryant, Acting Gunner, J. Myrick, 
We understand from the official returns received at | Acting Carpenter, L. M. Ray. 
the Adjutant-General’s department, the vote for Ma- 











jor-General of the 4th Division stands as follows : cxiract of a letter to the Secretary of the Navy from 
Gen. G. J. Trorri, . - - 120 Com. J. B. Nicorson, dated 
Gen. A. H. BrisBANE, - - 149 U.S. Sure INDEPENDENCE, 


Col. M. Forp - - ° ° 149 Oif Pernambuco, November 15, 1837. 
From which it will be seen there isa tie between; «J have the honor to inform the Honorable Secre- 
the two latter officers. Also, that there has been an | tary of the Navy, that I have arrived off Pernambuco 
application made to set aside the election, on account| this morning, having sailed from Madeira on the 21st 
of illegal votes given.—Columbia, S. C. Telescope. | October, and take the opportunity of a ship just leav- 
ing the harbor, to inform the Department that the 
Marine Hosprtrat.—lt is pores known to most | officers and crew of this ship continue to enjoy their 
of our readers, that agents of the U.S. government) usual good health.” 
have fixed upon this point, the past season, for the HiGH HANDED Prracy.—Richard Sheridan, Jas. 
erection of a Marine Hospital for infirm and disabled Morton, and John Crocker, are the names of three in- 
ey ' It is - ye ane of the — yes or has - ) a ee eK ae ww pr! on bet rryy 
yet been located on this extensive chain ol lakes. | day evening by the U.S. Marshal of this district, for 
tract of land, containing some eight acres, _ been | a high-handed and outrageous act of piracy commit- 
re of c led three | ted by tt last M Sherid ‘as fi ] 
purchased on the shore of the lake, bounded by | ed by them last summer. Sheridan was formerly 
streets. It is most eligibly situated, commanding a/ master of a small schr. called Aurora, which plied be- 
fine view of the entrance of our harbor, and an exten-| tween this port and Havana; the other two were 
sive one on the lake. The arene np ang? api hands on board of her. In June last she sailed from 
mariner, as he approaches within thirty miles of our Havana, having on board $4,000 in doubloons, in 
leasant shores, can distinctly perceive the haven of la bag for the “Spanish Consul at this port. The 
his future peace, comfort and retirement; while those Schr. was run ashore, and wrecked by the prisoners, 
already in the enjoyment of this blessing, will be able, |on Ocraccke Bar, S. C.; and after robbing her of the 
with continued emotions of pleasure, to look upon the | gold they abandoned her. Intelligence of their crime 
“broad expanse of Erie’s waters,” noting now its|was not received by the U.S. authorities here till 
calm and placid appearance, and then its troubled and | Wednesday morning; and before the day closed the 
foaming billows—recounting with his companions the | accused parties were incustody. Morton was artest- 
many painful and pleasing reminiscences of the past | ed on board the ship Susquehanna, on board which he 














history of his life.— Cleveland Intelligencer. had shipped as mate, and which was about sailing. 
Crocker was taken on board the U.S. sebr. Active, 
From the Pensacola Gazette, Dec. 23. belonging to the exploring expedition, on board which 


Navav.—Arrived on Thursday last, the U.S. ship! he had shipped as boatswain. Capt. Sheridan, who 
Natchez, trom the coast of Texas and Mexico. The resided at Norwaik, Ct. with his family, very op- 
Natchez left this, on the 16th of October last, remain- | portunely arrived in the city on Wednesday afternoon 
ed a short time on the coast of ‘Texas, and showed and was taken shortly after his arrival. Yesterday 
herself off Matamoras, proceeded thence to Tampico, | the three were taken before Judge Betts, who, upon 
where she lay off and on several days, then stood for | the evidence produced against thei, committed them 
Vera Cruz, where she arrived on the 10th Noveinber. | to prison.—N. Y. Sun. 

Finding all things in the usual way there, sailed on 
the 13th of November and arrived off Campeachy on Quick PassaGces.—The ship Garrick, Capt. N. B. 
the 20th November ; left next day for Tampico, where | Palmer, from New York for Liverpool, made the coast 
she arrived on the 26th; got under weigh on the 27th | of Ireland in less than 12 days after discharging her 
and arrived off the Brassos de Sant Iago on the 29th ; | pilot off Sandy Hook. Had the wind held favorable, 
sent in two boats and learned that the Mexican army |she would have made one of the shortest passages 
at Matamoras had received a reinforcement of 600) known. 

troops, and the army, 3,000 strong, had crossed the The packet ship England, hence, was off Cork in 
Rio Grande (Texas side.) About 490 of those |12 days and 5 hours from the time of leaving Sandy 
troops were mounted men, with two pieces ofartillery.|] Hook. Had the wind continued favorable a few 
The Mexican authorities stated the army was to|hours longer, she would have made a quicker passage 
march against the Cumanche Indians; this, however, | to Liverpool than is on record. 

was not generally believed, as it is not customary to} The Pennsylvania, Susquehannah, Philadelphia, 
take cannon to fight Indians, but that their intention | United States, and several others, all arrived out in 
was to steal a march on the Texian frontier. from 15 to 20 days. This accounts for the jong pas- 

The Natchez left the Brassos on the 30th ult., and | sages of vessels coming this way. The ship Ports- 
arrived off Velasco, Texas, on the 2d inst.—sent a! mouth, arrived at New York from Liverpool, had a 
boat on shore, and in consequence of bad weather passage of 70 days.—New York Papers. 
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CANADA FRONTIER.—Capt. Wright, U.S. army, |importance, and, among others, to the improvement 
commanding the recruiting station at Buffalo, has re- of the navigation of such rivers as the Thames and the 
ceived orders from Washington to occupy Fort Clyde, in which steam navigation was extensively 
Niagara, with fifty men. The Erie Observer, of employed. In these rivers it was found that steain 
the 9th, states that a gentleman, direct from Detroit, navigation was conducted under very great disadvan- 
informs that the patriots in that vicinity were organ- | tages when compared with the open sea. Mr. Rus- 
izing on the island of Bois Blanc, near the mouth sell had discovered that in shallow water one great 
of Detroit river. Genera) Sutherland had just ar-|impediment to high velocities was the generation of, 
rived from Cleveland, with a large number of vo-| what he termed the great wave of translation of the 
lunteers. displaced fluid—not undulation of fluid, but transla- 
mn tion of one part of the fluid, reaching to the whole 

BRITISH MILITARY MOVEMENTS To CANADA. | depth with equal velocity. When the vessel is pro- 
—The British ship of the line Cornwallis arrived pelled, the water heaped on its side generates this 
at Halifax on the 2d inst., having on board the 65th great anterior wave of translation, which increases as 
regiment of British troops. She was to proceed the velocity increases; the section of displacement of 
with the two flank companies of that regiment, and water is increased in the ratio of the sine of inclina- 
the remainder of the 34th regiment. to St. Johns, | tion. In one instance, where the depth was five feet, 
N. B. on the following Tuesday. The Maitland | the anterior wave was three feet above the level of the 
and Banoza transports from London were under or- | water, so that the bow was buried in it; and when 
ders to convey the 93d regiment from Cork to Hali- | the vessel stopped, the wave moved at eight miles an 
fax. The Montreal paper of the 8th sayg, a compa- hour; and though the vessel drew but twenty inches’ 
ny of the 32d regiment, under Capt. Birtwhistle, set) water, her helm was knocked off. This anterior wave 
out in sleighs on Friday, to Kingston. _moves witha given velocity proportionate to the depth 











Another detachment of the same regiment, con- 
sisting, we believe, of four companies, left yester- 
day morning, also, forthe Upper Province. 








FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 





Caution ro Mariners.—We learn from the 
London Times of the 14th November, that the British 
ship Leta was lost on the 2d November, off Ain- 
bleteuse, having mistaken the new light house on 
Cape Grinez for a similar light at Dungeness. The 
light on Cape Grinez was put in operation on the Ist 
November, and is within 22 miles of Dover. It ap- 
pears, according to the report of three sailors who 
were saved from the Leta, that the captain having 
made the Cape, then made way, for an hour, in the 
direction of Beachy Head; the thick mist which pre- 
vailed prevented him from seeing, which he other- 
wise would have done, the light at Dungeness; and 
when he saw the light on Cape Grinez, of which he 
had heard no mention, he imagined that to be the 
Dungeness light , and steered his course accordingly. 
The sequel was the loss of the vessel, himself, aud 
five of the crew. 


Capt. BAcK—EXPLORATION OF AFRICA AND 
Persia.—aAt a late meeting of the Geographical 
Society of London, the French gold medal, (value 
1,000 francs,) the third from that source to British 
navigators, was presented to Capt. Back. Captain 
Back, after returning thanks, proceeded to detail 
some of the circumstances of the late expedition, 
and was followed by Sir John Barrow, who passed a 
high eulogium on his skill under the t ying circum- 
stances in which his vessel and crew were placed. 
A communication was read from Captain Alexander, 
detailing his visit to the interior of South Africa, 
extending through a route of upwards of 4,000 miles; 
as also a letter stating that Capt. Burns had cosm- 
menced a new route to Persia. 


MECHANISM OF WAVES. 
Extracted from the Proceedings of the Seventh Meet- 


ing of the British Association for lhe advancement of 


Science. 


The attention of the Section was next occupied by | 
Mr. Russell, of Edinburgh, “On the Mechanism of 


Waves in reference to Steam Navigation.” Mr. Rus- 
sell had, at previous meetings of the British Associ- 
ation, given an account of his investigations on the 
resistance of fluids to the motion of vessels, and as- 
certained the law of interference of the wave in modi- 
fying the nature and amount of that resistance. Since 
the last meeting of the Association, he had extended 
his observations to a variety of subjects of practical 





‘of the tluid—equal, in fact, to the fall of a heavy body 
through half the fluid. In some cases, the boat being 
stopped, Mr. Russell had followed the wave for a 
mile, and found it advance at the same rate. The ob- 
ject, then, would be to make the centre of the vessel 
coincide as much as possible with the centre of the 
wave, thereby diminishing the anterior wave and di- 
'minishing the resistance. This wave is at present 
'generated to so enormous an extent, that in one case 
the waves extended to a considerable depth for a mile 
and a quarter, the depth of the water being increased 
one and a half feet in a channel of 500 yards. In six 
‘or seven feet water, the immersion wonld be three 
| feet more at stem than when the boat was at rest, the 
progress being doubly impeded by the anterior wave 
and by the stern depression. The question then was 
'to what was the wave die ?—and how was it to be got 
‘rid of? In general, the greater the difference between 
the velocity of the vessel and that of the wave, the 
more the impediment was diminished. The increase 
‘of the velocity of the anterior wave relieves the ves- 
‘sel; and this is obtained, not by widening, but by 
deepening the channel, while at the same time the 
| velocity of the stern wave is increased, so as to come 
| forward to the centre of the vessel. In one instance, 
|a vessel moved at the rate of four miles with 22 strokes 
'a minute, at six miles with 35 strokes, and at five and 
|ahalf miles with from 60 to 70 strokes. The next 
' great impediment to steam navigation consisted in the 
formation of lateral currents on the side of the vessel, 
' which, having the saine direction with the motion of 
| the paddles, had the effect of diminishing the relative 
‘difference of the velocity of the paddles and of the 
fluid, and thus diminishing the propelling power of 
‘the paddles, the engine being obliged to make an ad- 
ditional number of strokes. The third evil arose from 
/ the stern or posterior wave or surge, by which great 
‘injury was done to the banks of the river, and to the 
stnaller vessels navigating it. At an increased veloci- 
'ty this wave rises in a cycloidal form into a breaking 
|surface. The remedy for these evils was to be found, 
|not in widening the river, as generally supposed, nor 
\in giving gradual or gentle slopes to the sides of the 
‘channel, but in deepening the river, and rendering its 
sides as nearly vertical as possible, by which the im- 

| pediments were diminished to a very great amount. 
Mr. Russell had made experiments with different 
forms of channels. The general result was, that ina 
rectangular channel the velocity was that due to the 
fall through half the depth of the channel. Thus the 
| velocity of a wave of one foot was three miles an 
| hour, of one of four feet eight miles, of one of fifteen 
feet fifteen miles. In all cases the rectangular chaa- 
nel was found to be the preferable one. Such achan- 
nel would generally be the most expensive; but 
sometimes, where as on the Thames, the land adjoin- 
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ing was of high value, and gentle slopes to the bank 
were therefore not attainable, the rectangular would 
be the cheaper form. 

The next wave generated was what Mr. Russell 
termed the wave ‘of unequal displacement,’ arising 
solely, it was found, from the form of the vessel. 
This wave was seen diverging on both sides of the 
vessel, from the bow towards the stern, arranged in 
two straight lines extending toa great distance be- 
hind it. ‘Chis wave might be greatly diminished, and 


honors which he wore with a Christian meekness 
but a freeman’s spirit—for he represented, at an im- 
perial but despotic court, the majesty of a nation of 
freemen! and, shielded by the A®gis of her banner, 
displayed to eastern admiration, ‘* srars,”’ which 
had never before shone in the firmament of the 
tropics! His country will wish to know something 
of the man who has made for her two most import- 
ant TREATIES of COMMERCE, with two distant na- 
tions; one of which has a population much larger 





sometimes almost entirely removed, by giving the 
lines of displacement a slight concavity towards the 
stern, the vessel being sharpened out. When the ves- 
sel does not raise the water in given uniform progres- 
sion, but is so bluif that certain points displace more 


than that of our own country at the time of the Re- 
volution, and the other, a much superior naval force, 
even so late as the last war. And this man was not 
only a merchant! but an AMERICAN MERCHANT. 
Mr. Ropers was a native of Portsmouth, New 


than others, an anterior wave is formed of excessive | Hampshire, and had been many years engaged in 
displacement, the injury done by which is only infe- | mercantile pursuits both in this country and abroad. 
rior to that of a stern surge. Having become acquainted with the commerce of 

Mr. Fairburn, of Manchester, stated, in reply to a Asia and Eastern Africa, and having experienced the 
question put by Dr. Lardner, that, the results of his | obstacles thrown in the way of the enterprise of our 
experiments corresponded with those obtained by Mr. | merchants in trading with those countries, he urged 
Russell, and mentioned one instance where, at a ve- | "pon the Government of this country the importance 
locity of seven miles an hour, the channel being five | of negotiating treaties with several of those Eastern 





feet deep, the stern was dragging on the ground, 
Mr. Herapath inquired what posterior form of vessel 
Mr. Russell had found the best. Mr. Russell stated 
that on this point the result of his experiments indi- 
cated a form very different from that approved of by 
naval officers in general. They preferred a form 
bluff in front and tapering towards the stern. M<¢ 
Russell’3 experiments went to show that this shou d 
just be reversed ; and he had made sixteen of them at 
different velocities, from three to fifteen miles an hour. 
In the navigation of the Clyde, the progress of the 
formation of vessels had been in accordance with this 
opinion. At first they were built very bluff, with 


their maximum breadth at a distance from the stern of 


one third of the whole length ; thus a wave of exces- 
sive displacement was generated, going off at right 
angles, and making a break more than was necessary 
to allow the siern to pass through. Now the best 
vessels were built with full sterns and narrow stems, 
with their maximum breadth at mid ships. For work- 
ing well, however, a very deep keel was, he knew, 
necessary to give the helm full effect. 

In answer to the question whether these experi- 
ments might be made with model vessels on a small 
scale, Mr. Russell said that experiments with models 
were generally very fallacious and complicated, and 
that his had been made with vessels froin 75 to 100 
feet lung. When asked whether they were made 
with or against the tide, he replied that the existence 
of a previous current modified the velocity of the wave, 
which was to be measured by the velocity of the 
water, not by the land. Mr. Wendall observed that 
Mr. Russell’s statement was corroborated by an ob 
servation of his own, that in an instance where the 
tide rose 36 feet, the effect of the lateral waves had 


been to forin a rectangular excavation to four or five 
feet. 








MISCELLANY. 


From the Madisonian. 
EMBASSY TO THE EASTERN CouRTS OF 





Co- 


| courts. 

Early in 1832 Mr. Roberts was selected by the 
Government as diplomatic agent to conduct the ne- 
gotiations, and sailed in the United States sloop of 
war Pca:ock, for that purpose. He succeeded in 
concluding advantageous treaties with the SULTAN 
of Muscat, and also with the Kine of Siam. Under 
these treaties the enterprise of our merchants finds 
ample protection, and an extensive valuable trade is 
now opening with those countries. An effort was 
made by Mr. Reberts to effect a treaty with Cochin 
| China, which was not completed. 

In April, 1835, Mr. Roberts again sailed from this 
country in the Peacock for the purpose of exchang- 
ing the ratification of the treaties with Muscat and 
Siam, and opening new negotiations with other 
Eastern nations. After having visited Muscat and 
Siam, and exchanged the ratifications, Mr. Roberts 
and many of the officers and crew of the Peacock 
were attacked at Siam with a malignant disease, pe- 
culiar to that unhealthy climate, of which Mr. 
Roberts died at Macao, in June, 1836. * 

The work now published contains a full account 
|of the negotiations with those interesting countries, 
‘about which so little has been hitherto known. The 
official character of Mr. Roberts enabled him to ac- 
‘quire much information in regard to their history 
and trade, and the manners and customs of the people. 
To the commercial community this book cannot fail 
‘to be highly interesting and of great value. 

Mr. Roberts and his book are spoken of in the pub- 
lic journals only in terms of praise: but he can no 
‘longer hear the voice ef praise! It is thus he is 
/mentioned by one of our cotemporaries : 
| © He was a man of excellent character, well fitted 
by his industy, his general abilities, his practical good 
| sense and extensive knowledge of oriental commerce 
for the trust confided to him by his country ; and he 
has erected for himself an enduring and honorable 
monument, in this richly-stored record of his labors 
|and researches.” 








EARLY VOYAGES To AMERICA—It was ‘announced 


CHIN CuiNnaA, SiAm,and Muscar; in the Sloop of | cone time since 


war Peacock, Daviv GrtsiNGerR, COMMANDER, 
during the years of 1832-"3-"4. By EpmuNp Ro- 
BertTs. New York, Harper & Brothers; 1 vol. 8vo. 
pp. 432. 

We open this book with sadness of heart, and mel- 
ancholy regret; vain regret! the spirit which dic- 
tated it has fled! the hand that traced it is cold! 
We knew the author well, and to know him was to 
hold him in the highest esteem. 


, that the Royal Society of Northern 


| 


| Antiquaries, at Copenhagan, intended to publish a 
volume under the title of Antiquities Americana, the 
object of which was to treat of the early voyages to, 

; and discoveries made in, this country, anterior to the 
time of Columbus, 

This Society is one of the oldest in existence, and 

'numbers among its members some of the most dis- 

| tinguished savans in Europe. It is also enriched with 


He has left these | 4 cabinet of great value, on account of its rare manu- 


pages a sacred legacy to his parentless children, be- | script, and other documents and articles of various de- 


queathed his name to his country, and, 
** Given his honors to the world again”— 


scriptions, illustrative of yumm and things, manners 
and cus‘oms, voyages and travels, of by-gone times. 
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Under a belief that America had been visited, dur- 
ing various periods, between the 10th and 14th cen- 
turies, some of the most prominent members of this 
Society have devoted many years to investigations re- 
lating to this matter. The result of their labors has 
been arranged, systematized, and published by order 
of the Society. 

The work has been received in this country. It 
consists of an imperial quarto volume of 480 pages. It 
is printed in the original Icelandic, with Danish and 
Latin translations: to which there is prefixed an his- 
torical view of the voyages of discovery, in English. 
It contains also many fac-similes of the famed Skin 
Books of Iceland, and numerous copper-plate engrav- 
ings. 

The work is one of great labor and research, and 
bears ample testimony to the fact that America was | 
known to Europe, ages before the time of Columbus; | 
and that portions of it have been visited, especially in 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts. An interesting de- 
scription is given of the Writing Rocks at Tiverton 
and Portsmouth, R. I., and opposite Dighton, Mass.; 
the last is spoken of at much length, and the inserip- 
tion it bears explained. ‘These monuments are pre- 
sumed to be erections of the middle ages. ‘The one 
near Dighton is said to have been erected near the co:n- 
mencement of the eleventh century, as an evidence of 
the occupancy of the country by Northen. 


Our readers inay recollect that the January nuinber 
of this magazine for 1836, contains a plate and de- 
scriptions of a human skeleton, found in a silting pos- | 
ture at Fall River, Mass., in the immediate neighbor- | 
hood of Dighton Rock. On the breast was a curions | 
piece of plate, and the body was incircled with a belt | 
comprised of brass tubes. There were also found ar- | 
rows of brass, thin, flat, and triangular in shape. 








satisfactory account has before now been given of this, | 


or of the hieroglyphics upon the recks, The body 
was undoubtedly one of the Northinen who came over 
in these expeditions, and was probably buried in the 
position in which it was found.— American Monthly 
Magazine. 








NAVY. 
VESSELS REPORTED. 


Schooner Enterprise, Lieut. Commt. Glendy, arrived 
at Muzatlan on the l4th Nov. from Callao, via the Galli- 
pagos islands and Panama. Officers and crew all well. 

Ship Ontario, Com’r. Breese, at St. Barts, Dec. 21, to 
sail in two days on a cruise. 

Ship St. Louis, Capt. Paine, at St. Thomas, 2st Dec. 
to ne yh day for St. Johu’s (P. R.)—All weil. 

Ship Fairfield Capt. Mayo, sailed from Rio de Janeiro 
17th Nov. for Bahia. 

Brig Dolphin, Lt. Com. Purviance, arrived at Rio de 
Janeiro, 17th Nov. from Buenos Ayres. 

Sch’r Grampus, Lt, Com. Peck, at Matanzas, Dec. 23, 
from a cruise. 

Revenue cutter Washington, Captain Hunter, arrived 
at New York on Monday, from a cruize—havinge spoken 
and supplied several vessels ; she lost some spars, sails, 
&c.; would sail again in a day or two on another cruise. 


MARRIAGE. | 














In St. Augustine, on the 2ist ult. Captain LUCIAN 
B. WEBSTER, of the U. S. Army, to Miss FRANCES 
M., daughter of the Hon. J. L SMITH. 


DEATHS. 














Suddenly, in Washington city, on the morning of the 
12th inst’-, Mrs. MARGARET A. SMOOY, consort of 


Captain Joseru Smoor, of the U.S. Navy, aged 25 
years. 





This truly amiable and interesting lady was in health 
and hapiness, in the midst of her family and friends, 
(who knew well how to appreciate her excellence and 
will long and sincerely lamenther loss,) but afew bours 
before her death, by which ber husband and fainily have 
been deprived of one of the best of wives and mothers, 
and society of ove of its brightest ornaments. 

In this city, yesterday, Marta Dattas, daughter of 
Col. Geo. Crocua~, of the U. 8. Army, aged six years 
and five months. 





YELLOW PINE AND WHITE OAK TIMBER. . 


Navy Commissioners’ OFFICE, 
January 4, 1838. 
ROPOSALS, sealed and endorsed, will be rcecived 
at this office until three o’clock, p. m. of the third 
day of February next, for the following Yellow Pine 
and White Gak timber, delivered at the Navy Yard, 
Gosport, Va. 

No. 1. One set of yellow pine beams, for a frigate of 

the first class. 

No. 2. Two sets of yellow pine beams, for sloops of 

war, first class. 

No. 3 ‘Twenty thousand cubic feet of yellow pine 

plank stocks. 

No. 4. Twenty thousand cubic feet of yellow pine 

plank stocks. 

No. 5. Twenty thousand cubie feet do. do. do. 

No. 6. Twenty thousand cubic feet do. do. do. 

No 7. Twenty thousand cubic feet do. do. do 

No. 8. ‘l'wenty thousand cubic feet white oak plank 

stocks. 

The beam pieces and one half of the plank stocks to be 
delivered on or before the 30th April, 1539, and the 
other half of the plank stocks on or before the 30th April, 
1540. 

Persons offering will make their offers separately for 
the quantities and kind of timber embraced in any of 


No| the above numbers, end they will be considered and de- 


cided independently of each other. 

Schedules of the beam pieces will be furnished on ap- 
| plication to the Commissioners of the Navy, or to the 
‘Commandant of the Navy Yard, Gosport, Virginia. 
| ‘The yellow pine beam picees and plank stocks must 

be the best quality long leaf, fine grain, heart, Southern 
yellow pine timber. The white oak plank stocks must be 


= of the best quality, and must have grown on lands situ- 


| ated near to salt water, or within the influence of the sea 
| air; and the white oak aud yellow pine plank stocks must 
| have been girdled or felled between the twentieth day 
| of October and the twentieth day of March, next pre- 
ceding the deliveries; all of which must be proved to the 
| satisfaction of the commanding officer of the said Navy 
| Yard, Gosport, Virginia, 
All the said timber must be free from sap, heart shakes, 
wind shakes, and all other defeets. 

‘The plank stocks must average forty-five feet in length, 
and uone of them must be less than thirty-five feet long ; 
the white oak plank stocks must square not less than 
fourteen inches at the but, and may square one-fourth less 
at the top; the yellow pine stocks must square not less 
than fourteen, nor more than sixteen, inches at the but, 
and may square one-fifth less at the top. 

Ten percentum will be withheld from the amount of 
each delivery made, as collateral security, in addition to 
the bonds given, to secure the performance of the respec- 
tive contracts, which will in no event be paid until the 
contracts are complied with in all respects. 

Ninety per centum will be paid within thirty days af- 
ter the bills for the timber shall be approved and pre- 
sented to the Navy Agent. 

All of the said timber must be subject to inspection 
and measurement by the inspector and measurer of tim- 
berat the said Navy Yard, Gosport, or by such other 
person Or perscns as may be designated by the Com- 
misioners of the Navy for the performance of that duty ; 
and in all cases the timber must be in all respects to the 
acceptance and satisfaction of the commanding officer of 
the said Navy Yard, and approved by him. 

Jan. 4—t3F eb. 


BOOK, PAMPHLET, 
AN 
JOB PRINTING 
Executed with weatness and despatch at this Office. 
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